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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  &  Councillors 
of  the  Wigan  County  Borough  Council.’ 

Sir,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  you  with  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough,  and  on  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  during 
the  year  1944* 

The  Birth  Rate  is  18.74  against  18.32  during  1943* 

The  General  .Death  Rate  of  12.92  .is  less  than  last  year's  rate 
of  14*30*  The  Death  Rate  for  the  126  Great  Towns  during  1944  was  13*70. 

The  Infant  Mortality  is  67  against  71  during  the  previous  year. 

3*5  The  Maternal  Mortality  is  2.04,  which  is  well  below  the  average 
of  ksdik  during  the  past  five  years,  and  is  .the  lowest  figure  ever  recorded 

in  the  Borough. 

The  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis,  both  pulmonary  and  non-puLmonary 
is  O.65  per  thousand  of  the  population.  This  is  less  than  the  figure  of 
0.81  during  the  previous  year,  and  the  lowest  rate  on  record  in  Wigan. 

'The  Municipal  Midwifery  service  continues  to  work  very 
satisfactorily.  The  average  number  of  cases  attended  by  each  midwife  is 
73 »  against  71  during  the  previous  year.  They  are  ejected  to  deal  with 
approximately  66  cases  per  year. 

Diphtheria  was  less  prevalent  than  last  year.  6l  cases  were 
notified,  compared  with  113  during  1943*  Many  efforts  have  been  made  to 
encourage  parents  to  consent  to  the  inoculation  of  their  children,  and  this 
has  resulted  in  a  very  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  children 
immunised.  There  are  still  many  parents  whose  only  excuse  for  refusal  is 
that  'they  don't  bolieve  in  it'.  During  1914-  927  children  were  inoculated, 
and  the  grand  total  of  children  immunised  since  the  commencement  of  the 
scheme  in  1939  is  now  11,087. 

The  two  War-time  Nurseries,  one  situated  in  Beech  Hill  and  the 
other  in  Pemberton  are  continuing  to  operate  very  satisfactorily  in 
accomodating  children  between  the  ages  of  six  months  and  five  years,  whose 
mothers  are  engaged  on  war  work.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  general 
standard  of  the  children  accommodated  has  improved  in  every  way. 

Under  the  Scabies  Order  of  1 941 ,  arrangements  were  made  to  treat 
this  verminous  condition  at  Whelley  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  During 
1944  306  persons  made  893  attendances  for  treatment.  (See  page  13)* 

It  is  again  my  privilege  to  record  my  thanks  to  all  members  of  my 
staff- in  the  Health  Department  and  in  the  Hospitals,  for  their  continued 
loyalty  and  excellent  service.  Again,  in' addition  to  their  usual  duties 
they  have  carried  out  a  great  amount  of  extra  work  in  connection  with  the 
Emergency  Casualty  Service. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee, 
Alderman  T.  Rams don,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee,  Alderman  Mrs.  Ashurst,  for  their  continued,  co-operation, 
confidence  and  support.  I  also  thank  the  members  of  the  Committees  under 
whom  I  serve,  for  their  courtesy  and  consideration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  .  > 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  WHITEHEAD. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  19 43  -  1944* 

Population  (estimated  at  1st.  July). 

Males  792. 

BIRTHS.  Females  679> 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  of  Registrar-General’s  est:  population). 

"  for  England  Wales. 

”  "  126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns. 

Illegitimate  Births.  No.  58.  (rate  per  1,000  of  population). 

(percentage  rate  of  live  births). 

Males  535* 

DEATHS.  F  emale s  _ 4 79 » 

Corrected  Death  Rate,  on  Registrar-General ' s  est:  population. 

"  "  for  England  and  Wales. 

"  "  for  126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns. 

,  Vi,  «  /  'taT  •  m  <  . 

Excess  of  registered  births  over  deaths. 

Maternal  Death  Rate. 


.an  -  )h.  ono  ix 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rates. 


ac,  .  r/  h  o 

Pulmonary. 

Other  than  pulmonary 


Total  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases. 

Rate  of  Mortality  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases. 

Total  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  two  years  of  age. 

Death  Rate  (per  1,0 DO  births)  from  Diarrhoea  said  Enteritis. 

Infantile  Death  Rate  (per  1  >000  births). 

"  "  for  England  and  Wales. 

”  "  for  126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  day  old. 

"  "  one  year  old  (legitimate). 

”  "  ”  "  (illegitimate). 

BIRTHS.  The  number  registered  during  1 9th-  is  1,471*  •  The  rate  per  1,000  of  the 

population  is  18.74*  This  shows  an  increase  on  the  rate  of  18.32  for  1943* 
The  illegitimate  births,  number  58,  being  3*94/3  of  the  live  births. 

.  "•  .\  .  •  •  •  a.;-' 

STILL-BIRTHS .  Numbers  registered  during  1 944  • - 


1943. 

1 944. 

77,830. 

78,470. 

1 , 426 . 

1 

1,471*  j 

18.32 

18.74 

16.50 

17*60 

18.60 

20.30 

0.52 
.  2.87 

0.74 

3*94 

1,113* 

1,014* 

14*30 

12.92 

12.10 

!  .  . . 

11.60 

14.20 

13*70 

313* 

457. 

i  2. 80 

2.04 

O.63 

0.18 

1 

0.52 

0.13 

i 

17* 

1 

15. 

.22 

.19 

.  5* 

9. 

3. 51 

6.12 

*  ■ 

?1* 

67. 

4 9. 

46. 

1 

58. 

52. 

14* 

15. 

96. 

91. 

i 

5. 

8. 

Male . 

Female . 

Total. 

Legitimate. 

23. 

16. 

39. 

Illegitimate. 

3. 

- 

3* 

Totals . 

26. 

16. 

42. 

MORTALITY  RATE.  Deaths  during  19V.1-  number  1,014  (males  535  and  females  479),  being 

an  excess  of  56  males  over  females.  The  recorded  rate  per  1,000 
of  the  population  is  1 2.92.  In  1943  it  was  14*30*  The  decrease 
in  the  number  of  deaths  as  compared  with  1943  was  99 »  equivalent 
to  a  rate  of  1.26  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


EXTRACTS '  FROM  VITAL_ STATIST ICS  FOR  THE  YEAR.' 


BIRTHS. 


Legitimate 

Total. 

1,413*’ 

Male.-, 

767. 

Female . 

646.  ^ 

1  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000 

Illegitimate 

58. 

25. 

33*  j 

1  of  population 

, 

A  ,47i"* 

792* 

579.  ; 

l  18.74 

DEATHS 

Number  of  women  dying 


;  1,014;,  535. 

i'  r 


479 »  Death  Rate  per  1 *000  of 

population  12.92 


in,  or  in  consequence  of  child-birth  :-  Sepsis  2. 

Other  causes  1 . 


Mortality  of  women  in,'  or  associated  with  child-birth  (rate  per  1  >000 
ALive  and  still-births).  Puerperal  Sepsis  1 ,36 

C  Other  puerperal  causes  .68_  _ 

Total  puerperal  mortality  2.04 

C  Non-pucrperal  causes  _  -  _ 

Total  Internal  Mortality  2.04 


INFANT  MORTALITY.  (Death  Rato  per  1,000  births  of  those  under  one  year  of  age.) 


Total:  berths  1,471* 
Legit  ii  iate  ■.  1 , 41 3 . 

Illegitimate  58. 


Total  deaths.  99* 

Deaths  under  one  year  91 • 

t!  I?  II  II  Q 


Infant  Mortality  67  • 

11  "  64.  ' 

'»  »  138. 


Of  this  total  of  99,  15  died  under  one  day.  20  under  one  week,  and 
18  under  one  month.  ;• 


Th<  three  main  causes  of  death  were  Premature  Birth  20, 
Congenital  Malformations  16,  o.nd  Pneumonia  20. 

INQUESTS  AND  UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 


72  inquests  wore  held  in  Wigan  during  1 944?  a.s  against  53  in  1 945  and 
69  in  1942.  The  following  verdicts  were  recorded  :~ 

Natir  al  Caus es .  2 . 

Acciients.  Bums  1,  Scald  1,  Colliery  7s  Falls  4?  Brownings  2, 

Railways  2,  Knocked  down  and  run  ever  14?  Street  5? 

;■  ,■  Falls  downstairs  4?  Others  1 4* 

Oti  or  Causes.  1 1 . 

Murder ._  nil. 

Suicidos..  Gas  1 ,  Hanging  3  ?  Cut  throat  1 . 

One  .'.uncertified  death  was  registered  during  1944?  as  against  none  in 
1943  and  one  in  1942* 


The  ZYMOTIC  PATE  totals  0.19?  and  is  made  up  as  follows  :- 


Diphtheria.  -  deaths  2,  rate  .02  Dio.rrhoea  -  deaths  9?  rate  ,12 

Whooping  Cough  -  11  3?  ”  *04  Scarlet  Fever  -  11  1  ?  *'  *01 


COMPARATIVE  VITAL.  STATISTICS  SINCE  THE  YEAR  187& 


! 

f  Year. 

f 

Birth  Rate. 

— 

Dea.th  Rate. 

Zymotic  Death 
Rate. 

Infant 

Mortality. 

i  1876. 

48.90  - 

28.50 

' 

'■  4*92 

186. 

j  1 886. 

38.70 

22.10 

3.10 

174. 

1  I896. 

35*90 

23.09 

4.09 

186. 

1906. 

32.60 

17.61 

2.61 

160. 

j  1-916. 

23.28  ■ 

15.42 

1.04 

113* 

;  1926. 

20.03 

13.13 

*30 

103. 

;  1936. 

17*23 

1 

12.78 

.42 

82. 

. 

1 

j  1944. 

18.74 

12.92 

.19 

67. 
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REG-I STRAP- GENERAL '  S  SHORT  LIST  OP  CAUSES  OP  DEATH  DURING  1944, 


Causes. 

- t 

Sex! 

All 

<0 

+ 

+ 

- 1 

5+  1 

!  "  ! 

5+  45+  i 

65+ 

ages 

} 

1 

Totals  from  all  causes. 

M 

535 

60T14I 

$n 

51  1161 

Jh 

479 

J9\ 

.141 

9 

2ia  j 

1.  Typhoid  &  Paratyphoid  Fevers. 

M. 

F 

; 

m 

- 

2.  Cerebro- Spinal  Fever. 

mh 

- 

— 

- 

• 

• 

** 

,  »  - 

F 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

*• 

** 

3.  Scarlet  Fever.  . 

Ml 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

—  ! 

F 

1 

- 

1 

- 

— 

If.  Y/ho  oping  Cough. 

W 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

1 

- 

1 

- 

m 

- 

•• 

5.  Diphtheria. 

' 

1 

M 

F 

2 

1 

1 

mm 

mm 

6.  Tuberculosis  (of  respiratory  system). 

M 

16 

- 

- 

- 

91 

5 

2 

F 

_  25_ 

- 

» 

1 

20 

4 

- 

7.  Tuberculosis  (other  forms). 

M  1 

3 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

F 

7 

- 

- 

2 

4 

1 

- 

8.  Syphilitic  Disease. 

ir 

F 

~~  8 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

5 

2 

3 

— 

mm 

- 

mm 

*■ 

3 

9.  Influenza. 

M 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

y 

$ 

•  V,;;  ■ 

F 

8 

- 

- 

2 

3 

3  ! 

10,  Measles. 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

«*• 

F 

- 

-  _ 

- 

mrn 

.  - 

11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  &  P oli oenc ephali t i s . 

M 

F 

— 

— 

i 

mrn 

mm 

mm 

1?.  Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis. 

M' 

2 

mm 

mm 

r 

1 

- 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

t 

1 

13-  Cancer:  of  Buccal  Cavity  &  Oesophagus 

.  m: 

9 

■ 

- 

2 

7  1 

13.  Cancer  of  Uterus. 

F 

7 

-  - 

- 

1 

5 

1 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum. 

M 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

/ 

3 

F 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

6 

-15*  Cancer  of  Breast. 

F 

14 

- 

- 

- 

1 

0 

7 

,o„  Cancer  of  all  other  sites. 

M 

46 

- 

- 

- 

4 

17 

25 

F 

32j 

- 

•• 

- 

5. 

12 

4! 

17.  Diabetes. 

M 

y 

- 

- 

- 

3  | 

F 

11 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3 

18,  Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions. 

m: 

58 

- 

- 

- 

21 

19 

”37  1 

■  a 

F 

50 

- 

- 

* 

20 

30  j 

19.  Heart  Disease. 

1 

92 

- 

- 

1 

5 

34 

5Z  i 

F 

105 

- 

_ 

~ 

hi 

28 

j. 

20.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases. 

M 

15 

- 

- 

- 

4 

11  1 

F 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3  | 

21.  Bronchitis. 

‘2 

•  1- 

- 

22 

32  | 

F 

34 

2 

1 

.  - 

4 

11 

16  ! 

22.  Pneumonia. 

M 

24 

9 

5 

- 

- 

6 

4 

F 

I.  25_ 

11 

6 

- 

5 

23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases. 

M 

5 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

1 

F 

9 

- 

1 

- 

- -f_ 

1 

5 

2  __  1 

24.  Ulceration  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum. 

M 

F' 

6 

•* 

3 

3 

23.  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) . 

M 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

F 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26.  Appendicitis. 

‘M 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

•* 

F 

3 

- 

1 

- 

mm 

1 

1 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases. 

M 

10 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

6 

F 

14 

- 

1 

- 

1 

4 

8 

28.  Nephritis. 

hi 

~4" 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2  ! 

p 

6 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

2  1 

29.  Puerperal  and  Post-Abortive  Sepsis. 

”'F“ 

X 

- 

- 

2 

— 

-  i 

30.  Other  Maternal  Qauses. 

"T“ 

IT 

- 

- 

- 

“1 

- 

— 

.  Premature  Birth. 

it 

hiy 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

F 

7 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

32.  Congenital  Malformations,  Birth 

M 

22 

21 

1 

- 

mm 

mm 

Injury,  Infantile  Diseases. 

F 

13 

11 

- 

2 

- 

- 

33*  Suicide, 

M 

% 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

34*  Road  Traffic  Accidents. 

M 

.  13 

- 

1 

i •  ■  ,2 

+  3 

4 

3  I 

V 

F 

•  6 

- 

3 

- 

2 

1 

33.  Other  Violent  Causes. 

M 

21 

7 

4 

3  I 

.. .  , 

F 

14 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

10  | 

36.  All  Other  Causes. 

M 

■  65 

1 

1 

a 

12 

40 

- - - - - - - 

F 

59 

3 

- 

2 

10 

i 

9 

35  | 

SANITARY  CIRCm.ETANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

J7ATER_  STJEFLY'. 

A  constant  water  supply  for  doncs tic  purposes  is  obtained  from  four 
different  sources.  All  supplies  are  chlorinated  prior  to  distribution. 

Samples  from  each  source  taken  monthly  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
chemical  analysis  have  consistently  been  reported  as  satisfactory.  The  j 
samples  are  usually  obtained  from  service  taps  in  dwellings  situated  in 
many  parts  of  the  town. 

.  100^  of  the  houses  are  supplied  direct  from  water  mains.  The  vatcr  is 
not  liable  to  plumb o -solvent  action. 

Four  samples  of  raw'  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 

In  two  there  were  no  B.  Coli  in  100  c.c.  In  the  other  two  samples  1,800 
and  600  B.  Coli  were  present  in  100  c.c.,  but  examination  after  filtration 
•and  chlorination  showed  no  B.  Coli  \jcTc  found  in  100  c.c. 

RIVERS  AMD  STREAMS. 

The  River  Douglas  and  streams  running  into  it  are  the  natural  means  of 
draining  the  Borough.  The  Douglas  Catchment  Board  controlsthe  river.  They 
have  carried  out  many  improvements,  cleansed  the  bed  of  the  river  when 
required,  and  deal  with  rat  infestation. 

DRAINAGE,  SEBERAGE,  SCAVENGING  AND  REFUSE- DISPOSAL. 

Pi acticciliy  the  whole  of  the  Borough  is  sewered ’and  drained.-'- House 
refuse  is  collected  and  disposed  of  by  means  of  destructors  and  tipping. 

The  str  ;gts  °-rc  scavenged  regularly. 

CLOSET  ACC0I110DATIQN. 

Almost  the  whole  of  the  closet  accommodation  is  on  the  water  carriage 
system.  The  number  of  water  closets  on  31st.  March  1945  was  26,673*  In 
addition,  there  are  102  waste  water  closets,  51  pail  closets  and -39  privy 
middens .  The  pail  closets  and  privy  middens  are  in  connection  with  un-fit 
houses  r  isolated  farms  with  cottages  adjoining.  During  the  year  one 
waste  v.  .ter  closet  ms  converted  to  a  closet  with  efficient  flushing  apparatus. 

'  '■  SAM  IT  ART  INSPECT  IQH  OF  THE  AREA. 

La.  F.  Hart lew.  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  submits  the  following  remarks. 

rihe  town  is  divided  into  five  districts.  A  District  Sanitazy  Inspector 
is  re iponsible  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  constant  supervision 
of  e  .ch  district.  In  addition,  Inspectors  specialise  in  the  control  of 
factories,  workshops,  bake-houses,  shops  and  offices. 

«  •.  ■ 

Hoi-  ies  and  premises  inspected  and  visited  re  nuisances  and  complaints  2902. 


Re-visits  to  nuisances  - - - - — -  8207. 

Other  visits  made  - —  1412. 

Visits  to  premises  (testing  of  drains) - ' - - - ^ — —  210. 

Nuisances  discovered  - — - - - - -  4457* 

Nuisances  abated  - - - - — - * . . -  451 6 . 

Notices  issued  (preliminary) - - - - -  1278. 

"  v.  (formal)  — - - - : - - 523. 

Letters  issued  re  nuisances - - : - - —  746 . 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

34  observations  were  made  during  the  year.-  On  account  of  the  poor 
quality  of  fuel  available  and  inexperienced  Labourers  acting  as  stokers, 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  prevent  smoke  nuisances  occurring. 

COIZICN  LODGING  HOUSES  AND  HOUSES  LET  -  IN  -LODG-lfNGS . 

These  premises  arc  visited  regularly  and  were  found  to  be  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  562  visits  were  made  to  the  six  common  lodging 
houses  in  the  Borough,  having  accommodation  for  279  lodgers.  105  visits 
were  made  to  the  three  houses  let -in -lodgings. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Offensive  trades  are  carried  on  at  seven  premises.  They  consist  of  one 
fellmonger,  one  fat  boiler,  three  gut  scrapers,  one  gut  scraper  and  fat 
boiler,  and  one  tripe  boiler.  Eight  visits  were  made  to  these  premises. 

RAG  FLOCK  ACT. 

Three  samples  of  rag  flock  obtained  from  manufacturers  of  bedding  and 
furniture  were  submitted  to  the  Borough  Analyst,,  and  all  conformed  to  the 
Rag. .Flock  Regulations. 


**  o-  *■> 


CANAL  BOATS,  (Public  Health  Act,  1 936 ) . 

As  far  as  can  be  ascertained  the  29  Canal  Boats  registered  in  Wigan  arc 
still  in  use.  Seventeen  inspections  were  made  during  the  year.  Two  ; 
contraventions  were  discovered  and  remedied. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

There  are  393  factories  in  the  Borough,  239  of  these  have  mechanical 
power,  and  133  visits  were  made.  l\.G  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  discovered 
during  the  year,  they  were  as  follows*  Lack  of  cleanliness  31  ,  defective 
sanitary  accommodation  10,  unsuitable  exits  or  escapes  in  case- of  fire  1, 
overcrowding  1 ,  other  defects-  3*  All  the  foregoing  contraventions  under 
the  Act  were  remedied  informally,  with  the  exception  of  four  contraventions 
outstanding.- 

SHOPS  AOlfl,  1912  ~  1936* 

The  number  of  shops  registered  is  1 980.  349  observations  were  made. 

The  contraventions , discovered  were  as  follows*  Defective  sanitary  accommodation 
3,  insufficient  facilities  for  maintaining  reasonable  temperature  2,  unclean, 
condition  of  premises  45,  accumulation  of  refuse  7  >  defective  drainage  8,  rat 
infested  5,  other  defects  20.  19  letters  were  addressed  to  occupiers. 

PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933- 

56  premises  are  registered  for  the  salr  of  poisons  (part  2).  During  the 
year  167  visits  were  made  to  premises,  and  15  letters  concerning  contraventions 
were  addressed  to  occupiers. 

m  jl  Am -• 

PLACES  0E  ENTERTAINMENT1. 

There  are  24  places  of  entertainment  mdthin  the  Borough,  each  one  is 
inspected  periodically,  and  reports  are  made  on  their  sanitary  condition 
before  renewal  of  licence. 

■RATS  AND  KICE_CdLSTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919- 

In  accordance  with  the  Minis  try  of  F  o  od  Inst  rue  t  i  ons  an  extensive 
campaign  was  carried  out  during  the  year  to  reduce  the  rat  infestation  in  ' 
the  piblic  sewers.  1110  manhole  benches  were  ’baited',  two  treatments  being 
applied  to  each  manhole.  Of  the  total  points  treated  during  the  first 
treatment  31C  poison  baits  were  Lakcn,  the  estimated,  'kill'  being  3,795 
rats.  The  second  treatment  showed  175  poison  baits  taken,  giving  an 
estimated  total  of  1,957  rats  killed.  Thus  the  approximate  'kill'  for  the 
whole  campaign  is  5,752  rats. 

During  the  year  160  premises  were  reported  to  be  infested  with  rats, 

96  such  premises  have  been  cleared  and  64  are  still  under  observation. 

44  premises  were  reported  to  be  infested  with  nice,  24  have  been  cleared 
and  20  are  still  under  observation.  Poison  biscuits  are  issued  to  occupiers 
of  buildings  with  minor  infestations  of  rats  or  mice. 

•  1  .  KOUSIHO. 

The  number  of  dwellings  at  the  1931  census  was  1 8, 573,  the  number  of 
families  was  20,190,  that  is  1,6l7  more  families  than  dwellings.  The 
population  at  the  1931  census  85,357* 

Since  1st.  January  1921  a  total  of  5,1.64  houses  have  been  erected, 

2,594  by  private  enterprise  *>.nd  2,570  by  this  local  authority.  During  the 
period  1931  -  1942  approximately  1,570  dwellings  have  been  demolished  or 
ceased  to  be  used  for  habitation. 

During  this  }rear  2,831  dwelling  houses  were  inspected  for  defects  under 
the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts.  2,565  of  these  were  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1.925*  A  total  of  10,867  inspections  and 
re -inspect  ions  were  made,  one  of  these  houses  was  unfit  for  habitation, 

2,301  were  not  reasonably  fit  for  habitation,  1,557  were  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action,  and  550  were  rendered  fit  after  the  service 
of  formal  notices. 

OVERCROWDING; 

Many  evacuees  and  others  have  come  into  the  torn  since  hostilities 
commenced,  with  the  result  that  at  the  tine  of  writing  this  report 
practically  every  available  dwelling  is  occupied,  and  many  houses  are 
occupied  by  more  than  one  family.  A  survey  of  the  18,922  artisan  dwellings 
within  the  Borough  was  carried  out  during  the  year.  1,098  houses  were 
found  to  be  overcrowded  according  to  the  standard  set  out  in  the  Housing  Act 
1935*  17,137  of  the  above  houses  were  each  occupied  by  one  family,  1,675  hy 
two  families,  102  by  three  families,  five  by  four  families,  and  three  by 
five  or  more  families.  The  total  number  of  families  \jas  20,832,  or  1,910  in 
excess  of  the  number  of  houses.  Twelve  dwellings  which  have  been  dealt  with 
under  the  Housing  Acts  but  had  no;  been  demolished  were  licenced  for  re-occupation 
for  periods  of  six  months ,  and  were v occupied  on  1st.  January  1945* 
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INSPECTION •  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY  (Food_&Jprugs  Act  1938)- 

The  number  of  persons  registered  under  the  above  enactments  are  as  follows. 

DAIBYI/IEM .  Premises  within  the  Borough  137,  premises  outside  the  .  Borough  26, 
total  l63>  "Wholesale  dealers  8,  producers  25* 

Approximately  300  milch  cows  are  kept  within  the  Borough,  and  the  cowsheds 
are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  Number  of  visits  made  to  cowsheds  194, 
to  dairies  263,  and  milkshops  1 53 - 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1 936.  ■_ 

No.  of  licences  issued  for  the  sale  of  pasteurised  milk  101. 

i!  "  "  "  and  production  ofpasteurised  milk  5* 

"  ”  "  accredited  milk  ■  6. 

”  persons  licenced  for  the  sale  and  production  of  accredited  milk  3* 

"  licences  issued  for  the  sale  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  2. 


During  the  year  69  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  the  purpose  of  testing 
the  amount  of  foreign  matter  contained  in  the  milk  intended  for  sale  within 
the  Borough.  These  samples  were  obtained  at  dairies  and  farms. 

*  \  .  »  j  ’  ■  "  '1 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  iEDLl/HMATIQN  OF  MILK. 

165  samples  of  milk  wore  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and/or 
Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  and  Phosphatase  Test.  Of  these  samples,  six 
were  raw  milks  from  individual  farmers,  65  were  bulked  raw  milk,  70  pasteurised 
milk  -]  5  accredited  milk,  and  9  sterilised  milk.  Of  the  pasteurised  milk, 
one  ,  ample  did  not  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test,  and  two  samples 
fails  1  tb  pass  the  Phosphatase  Test.  Six  of  the  samples  of  accredited  milk 
were  lot  satisfactory.  Pour  of  these  unsatisfactory  samples  were  from  a 
producer  who  has  now  ceased  to  produce  accredited  milk.  Five  milk  bottles 
which  had  been  taken  after  cleansing  and  sterilisation,  from  different  dairies, 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  five  District  Inspectors  are  all  qualified 
Mea ;  Inspectors.  Within  the  Borough  there  are  twelve  licenced  slaughter-houses. 
District  Inspectors , examine  carcases  slaughtered  within  their  own  districts. 

Ow'jig  to  the  Pood  Control  only  six  of  the  above  premises  are  being  used  for 
slaughtering.  '  ‘ 

Premises  which  come  within  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924  ere 
frequently  visited.  A  large  proportion  of  condemned  meat  is  sent  to  a  fat 
‘  lelter  for  manufacturing  purposes,  the  remainder  is  dealt  with  at  the  Prog 
uane  Cleansing  Depot. 

The  firm  receiving  this  condemned  meat  has  signed  an  undertaking  that  it 
will  be  used  for  manufacturing  purposes  only,  and  they  regularly  return  schedules 
of  quantities  received.  Shops,  stores  and  vehicles  are  constantly  inspected. 

Registration  of  Purveyors  of  Meat  and  Premises. _ 

The  Wigan  Corporation  Act,  1933#  section  36#  contains  powers  for  the 
compulsory  registration  of  purveyors  of  meat  and  premises  which  are  used  or 
proposed  to  be  used  for  the  sale  of  meat.  The  number  of  premises  registered 
at  the  end  of  1944  was  98. 

Private  Slaughter  Houses  in  use  in  the  area. 


■  . .  .  '  .  1 

on  31-12-1920. 

on  31-12-1944. 

Registered. 

.  24. 

- 

Licenced. 

1. 

12. 

~25T~ 

12. 

Number  of  visits  to  slaughter-houses.  2,1 82. 

"  ”  markets.  403* 

M  "  butchers  and  other  food  shops.  1,869. 

if  certificates  issued  (condemned  food)  495* 

Carcases  examined  during  the  year_  1 944- 

Beasts.  Calves.  Pigs .  Sheep.  Total. 
Carcases  examined.  6,3G7«  2,847.  5# 202.  11  ,"961.  26, 317* 

Carcases  totally  condemned.  232.  20.  15*  3*  272. 

Percentage  totally  condemned.  3*36  .72  .28  .04  1.02 
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The  following  neat  and  offal  from  slaughter-houses  vas  surrendered  and  destroyed, 
or  sold  for  manufacturing  purposes,  during  the  year  1944* 
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Included  under  the  above  were  35  carcases  dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis  order. 


OTHER  FOOD. 

A  large  wholesale  business  ih  fish  and  other  foodstuffs  is  carried  on  in  and 
around  the  markets,  and  these  premises  are  visited  daily. 

Summary  of  other  foodstuffs  condemned. 


Packages  of  wet  fish. - —  102. 

"  dry  fish. - -  2. 

Meat. — - - 4184  lbs. 

Canned  neat. - 808. 

Other  canned  or  bottled  foods. - 22^4* 

Rabbits,  game  and  fowl. -  3530. 

Fruit  and  vegetables. - — —  2475  lbs. 

Other  foods. - * -  1529  lbs. 

"  ( packages )  .*-* - -  949  • 

Articles  of  confect ianexy.— -  958. 


FRIED  FISH  SHOPS. 

There  arc  82  prenises  in  the  Borough  used  for  the  purpose  of  fish  frying, 
all  of  which  are  kept  under  observation. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTEMTION)ACT,  1938. 

239  samples  obtained  under  the  above  Act  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  examination.  The  samples  were  as  follows. 

Milk  146?  condensed  milk  4,  cheese  6,  butter  12,  margarine  8,  lard  8, 
tea  10,  coffee  10,  jam  9*  popper  5>  vinegar  4>  meat  and  fish  pastes  8, 
sausage  6,  flavourings  3* 

18  samples  of  milk  v/ere  reported  as  below  standard,  the  remainder  were 
genuine . 


Samples  reported  to  be  adulterated  or  below  standard. 

Of  the  18  samples  of  milk  certified  to  be  below  standard  six  were  informal 
test  samples.  Six  formal  samples  were  certified  to  be  below  standard.  Of  the 
six  'appeal  to  cow*  samples  taken,  four  were  certified  to  be  genuine  naturally 
deficient  in  fat  and  non-fatty  solids. 

In  two  cases  legal  proceedings  were  taken  and  fines  totalling  twelve  pounds 
were  inflicted. 


BOROUGH  ANALYST'S  REPORT. 


The  Borough  Analyst,  Mr.  S.  Ernest; Helling,  F. I.  C.  ,  -  reports  as  follows 
on  the  duties  of  his  office  during'  the- twelve  months  ending  31st  December,  1 9AA« 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  193&*  .  '•  • 

:  During  the  above  period  239  samples  of  food  ccCvtyeragnxamined, 

consisting  of  milks,  12  butters,  10  -each  of  ted  and  coff-ce,  8  each  of 
margarine  and  lard,  7  each  of  jam  and.  meat  and/or  fish  paste,  6  each  of 
sausage  and  pepper,  5  of  vinegar,  A  each  of  condensed  milk  and  marmalade, 
and  A  miscellaneous  samples, 

Eighteen  samples,  equivalent  t O'  1'2. 3^  of  the  whole,  were  reported  as 
either  adulterated  or  below  standard,  all  of  which  were  milks,  and  these 
may"  be  summarised  as  follows 

A- 

Four  contained  added  water  in  amounts  varying  from  to  28.<|o« 

Ten  samples  word  deficient  in  fat  to  an  extent  varying  from  3*3^  to  2 S.fyb, 

Two  samples  wore  naturally  deficient  in  non-fatty  solids,  one  to  a 
trifling  amount  and  the  other  to  the  extent  of  6. &/0>  v,hen  referred  to  the 
Sale  of  Milk  Regulations  1939,  and  were  classified  as  genuine,  though  of 
sub-hormal  quality. 

Two  samples  were  naturally  deficient  in.' both  fat  and  non -fatty  solids 
to  the  extent  of  8.3^o  and  and  12.6^  and  2. 2/T  respectively. 

Freedom  from  preservatives  and  colouring  natter  was  observed  throughout. 
Taken  as  a  whole,  the  supply  has  maintained  a  satisfactory  quality.  -y  "ty  ' 

Fertilisers  &  Feeding  Stuffs  Act. 


During  the  year  1 6  samples  of  fertiliser  and  7  samples  of  feeding  stuff 
were  submitted.  The. 'samples  complied  with  the  Statutory  Statements  in  all 
cases,  with  the  exception  of  a  sample  of  cattle  food,  which  contained  3*8^> 
of  albuminoids  in  excess  of  that  stated  in  the  Statutory  Statement,  after 
making  due  allowance,  ■ (Limits  of  Variation). 

'''w  Water  Supply. 

I.',''  S’ 

A9  samples  were  analysed  during';  the  year,  A8  from  the  public  supplies 
and  one  from  Billinge  Hospital. 

The  usual  satisfactory  degree  of  organic  purity  of  the  water 

supply  was  well  maintained,  and  the  supply  from  Billinge  Hospital,  which 
was  also  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination,  was  of  wholesome  and 
potable  quality. 

Rag  Flock  Act. 

Three  samples  of  rag  flock  were  examined,  and  all  complied  with  the 
official  requirements. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Vaccination  of  children  whose  births  were  registered  during  the  year  1 943* 

. Births  registered  1202,  successful  vaccinations  193?  insusceptible  of 
vaccination  -  nil,  statutoiy  declarations  of  conscientious  objection  730, 
died  un-vaccinatcd  60,  postponement  "by  nodical  Certificate  5,  removal  to 
other  districts  (vaccination  officer  duly  apprised)  19,  removal  to  places 
unknown,  or  cannot  be  traced  102,  number  of  these  births  remaining  cn  31st. 
Januaiy  1943  not  entered  in  vaccination  register  nor  temporarily  adcohnted 
for  in  the  report  book  93,  total  number  of  certificates  and  Copies  of 
certificates  of  successful  vaccinations  received  during  the  year  •I9U.  -  231, 
number  of  statutoiy  declarations  of  conscientious  objection  received  by 
vaccination  officers  irrespective  of  the  dates  of  birth  of  children  to  which 
they  relate  during  the  year  1944  -  736'. 


CHILDREN'  IMMUNISED  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 


11  &  C.  ¥. 
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clinic. 

clinic. 

Doctors. 
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INOCULATION"  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 
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D IS  IMPECTI GN  AMD  D IS  INPES TAT IOF. 

Bedding  and  clothing  from  houses  in  which  infectious  diseases  have 
occurred  are  dealt  -with  by  a  high  pressure  disinfector,  as  also  is  similar 
material  from  houses  infested  with  vermin.  Prior  to  removal  to  Council 
houses,  furniture  fromhouses  infested  '.with  vermin  is  treated  in  the  Local 
Authority* §  furniture  van  by  means  of  cyanide  gas,  by  a  firm  of  contractors 
who  specialise  in  this  work.  1  In ;  ccirthin  instances  bedding  which  was  unfit 
for  further  use  was" destroyed.  Supplies  of  vermicide  are  issued  along 
with  the  loan  of  suitable  sprays  for  the  treatment  of  infested  houses. 

Disinfectants  are  supplied  free  to  the  occupiers  of  houses  where 
infectious  diseases  occur,  and  in  other  cases  of  exceptional  circumstances. 

;  i  .  i  .  ■  1  TREATI'IEHT  OF  GAHCER.  ’  ' 

The  Corporation's  arrangements  with  the  Wigan  Infirmary  and  the 
Manchester  &  District  Radium  Institute  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  cancer 
is  still  in  operation.  The  Wigan  Infirmary,  for  this  purpose,  is  a 
sub-clinic  of  the  Manchester  centre. 

Clinics  are  held  twice  a  month,  and  during .the  year  1 914  the 
attendances  were. as  follows. 

New'  cases. . . .  56. 

,  .  Old  cases . ...i..  415* 

.........  • 

,  .  HOSPITAL:  FOR,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  P7HSLLEX. 

This  Institution  contains  7 &  beds.  The  Medical  Officer  o£  Wiealtip  iu 
pers onally  attends  the  patients.  The  majority  of  cases  admitted' arc  from 
within  the  Borough,  but  a  number  are  sent  in  from  the  surrounding  districts. 
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Chickenpox  — — — - 

109.  ■ 

— 

- 

- 

Erysipelas  — - - - - - 

IS- 

2. 

- 

- 

- 

OphthaLmia  neonatorum — -  ' 

2.  . 

c 

1. 

- 

- 

Encephalitis  lethargia  — 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

.  "T 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis-- 

81. 

f  “ \ 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis,  other ' forms 

32. 

V  ^ 

- 

- 

- 

Meas  les - - - — - 

■  13P*. 

'  - 1. 

- 

mm 

Puerperal  pyrexia  - - ; 

i. 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  poliomyelitis - 

•  ! 

r  1 

mm 

- 

Cerebro -spinal -meriingit  id 

3. 

3. 

3. 

1. 

1. 

Whooping  cough - 7 - 

,i  j  76. 

- 

- 

Others  -d — ; — : — — — - — , - 

2. 

10. 

7- 

- 

896. 

149. 

— i — d — : — 

33. 

4. 

)■■■ 

2. 

1 

Whelley  Hospital. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  P. 

Enteric  P. 

Others . 

Total. 

In-patients  at  1  -1  -44* 

14.  1 

4. 

- 

18. 

Admitted, during  1 944* 

68. 

86. 

- 

28. 

182. 

Discharged  during  1944* 

73. 

78. 

- 

26. 

177.  ! 

Died  during  1944* 

h  3v  i 

1. 

mm 

2. 

6.  ; 

In-pat ionts  at  31-1 2-44. 

, 

c 

6. 

- — - 

11. 

- 

- 

j 

17.  ' 
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THE  SCABIES  ORDER,  1,941. 

k  .  7  T  "  ]  r 

I  '  .1.  . 

Hade  by  the  Minister  of  Health,  under  Regulation  33A 
of  the  Defence  (General)  Regulations,  1 939 - 


Following  the  above,  arrangements  were  made  to  treat  Scabies  in  a 
vacant  ward  at  ’Shelley  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Families  o.ffected  wore  investigated,  o.nd  all  members  with  scabies 
were  treated. 

The  application  of  Benzyl  Benzoate  was  the  treatment  used,  and  the 
results  were  very  satisfactory. 

Six  persons  with  septic  sores  complicating  scabies  were  treated  in 
hospital  as  in-patients  for  a  total  of  21 6  days. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  scheme  on  21st.  January  1942,  1 , 81 6 
cases  were  treated,  and  4,962  attendances  were  made  up  to  the  end  of  1944* 

During  the  year  1944,  506  cases  were  treated,  and  893  attendances 
were  made. 

This  scheme  has  meant  a  great  amount  of  extra  work,  and  the  treatment 
of  young  children  and  females  was  supervised  and  carried  out  by  a  school 
nurse,  assisted  by  the  female  A.R.  P.  staff  up  to  the  time  of  disbandment 
of  the  .A. R. P..  service.  Members  of  the  hospital  male  staff  dealt  with  males. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  visited  the  homes  of  persons  affected  and 
arranged  the  time  of  treatment. 


LABORATORY  WORK. _ 

The  following  specimens  were  submitted  for  examination  during  1 944* 

i  J  t  i  .  •  - 


Swabs  for  diphtheria  - - - - 

Hidal  tests  for  enteric - * - 

Faeces  and  urine  for-  enteric - - - 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid - - — — 

Fassermann  tests  for  V.D.  (V.D.  clinic)  — 
"  "  "  (1,1.  &C.W.  clinic) 

Kahn  tests.-——- - - — 4— — — — — - - - d- 

Tests  for  gonococci - - - 

Milk  (bacteria  count) - - 

(for  B.  coli. )  — - 

-  "  (phosphatase  test)  - . - 

"  (methylene  blue  test ) - 

"  (T.B.  inoculation  test) - 

■Water. .  (bacteriological)  — - 

i!  (chemical) - - - 

Food  and  Drug  samples  - - T - 


Positive.  Negative 

54.  '  499." 

-  -  2. 

4.  59. 

291.  1,397. 

3.  Wi¬ 
ll.  10. 

1.  24. 


-L  uuX  • 

"  553  . 

2. 

63.. 
1 , 688. 
447. 
21. 
25. 
155. 
158. 
78. 
83- 
19. 
54. 
49. 
239. 


total  examinations  3,634* 


COMPENSATION  CLIDE  AMD  MEDICAL  E&UUMATIQNS. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  made  143  examinations  of  Corporation 
employees  during  the  year  1944. 


FELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 

In  June  1933  Dr.  Duthie,  a  Consultant  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  was  appointed 
for  the  examination  of  persons  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  and  during  the 
year  1 944  he  examined  18  persons. 


SOCIAL  FELFARE. 

The  Director  of  Social  Welfare  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the 
following  information. 

v„  Xear  ending.  ..  y  Average  number  of  families  Amount  paid 

_  receiving  relief. _ in  relief.  _ 

31st.  March,  1945-  580.  *  342,783. 

31st.  March,  1944.  511.  £32,950. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


DEATHS  recorded  during  the  year..  Pulmonary  41  *  Death  rate  0.52 

N on-pulmonary  10.  "  "  0.13 

Artificial  Pneumothorax. 

During  1944  Artificial  Pneumothorax  treatment  mas  performed  in  nine  new 
cases.  597  re-fills  were  carried  out  in  these  and  other  cases.  ' 

Hospital  for  treatment  of  Tuberculosis,  Pemberton. 

The  following  table  shows. the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Pemberton 
Hospital  during’  the  year. 


f 


>■ 

Males . 

Females. 

Children. 

•  Total. 

Borough  cases 

17* 

24* 

1. 

42. 

County  cases 

3* 

4* 

- 

7* 

Totals 

20. 

28. 

1. 

49* 

After-care,,  ,  l 

During  the  year  137  persons  received  milk;  of  these  34  "were  new  re c orxiendat i ons 
and  46  were  removed  from  the  list  due  to  commencing  work  and  other  causes.  The 
average  number  of  persons  in  receipt  of  milk  at  any  time  was  78.  Six  persons 
received  new  clothimg  from  the  Committee,  also  tip  persons  have  benefitted  by 
gifts  of  vouchers  and  clothing,  through  the  good  services  of  a  member  of  the 
Committee.  : 

Treatment  Allowanqe . 

As  from  3rd.  January  1944  the  amount  paid  out  up  to  period'  week  ending 
31st.  December  19/4  vas  £1,581  -14-1  Id.  amongst  56  patients.  Worked  out  on  a 
yearly  basis  for  all  pulmonary1  cases  on  the  register  this  amounts  to  £5-4-98.. 
per  patient  per  year. 

Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930° 

Summary  of  notifications  during  the  period  1-1-44  to  31-12-44*  w 


Number  of  Primary  Notifications  of  new  cases  _of  JP.  B. 


Age .periods. 

0+ 

1-5- 

5+ 

10+ 

15+ 

20+ 

25+ 

35+ 

45+ 

55+ 

65+ 

Total 
all  ages 

Pulmonary.  Males. 

- 

- 

- 

7 

T 

8 

9 

5 

- 

2 

37. 

"  Females. 

- 

- 

1 

1 

8 

14 

11 

4 

4 

1 

- 

44* 

Non-pulnonary .  Males . 

-■ 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

- 

••• 

13* 

”  Females . 

- 

2 

1 

5 

5 

2 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

19. 

+ 


Supplemental  Return. 

New  cases  of  tuberculosis  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  during  this  period,  otherwise  than  by  formal  notification. 


Age  periods. 

0+ 

1  + 

•  VJ1  | 

+  1 

10+ 

•  r 

15+ 

20+ 

25+ 

35+ 

45+ 

35+ 

65+ 

Total 
all  ages. 

Pulmonary.  Males . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

a* 

1 

1 

- 

.  #» 

- 

2. 

"  Females. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

•3 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5* 

Non-pulmonary  .Males . 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

-- 

- 

2. 

"  Females. 

- 

- 

1  ' 

‘  - 

2 

1 

-j 

m 

- 

- 

4* 

The  sources  from  which  information  was  obtained  as  to  the  above  cases  is 
stated  below. 


Source  of  information. 

Number 

Pulmonary. 

of  cases. 

N  on-pulmonary . 

Death  Returns .  From  local  registrars . - 

Transferable  deaths  from  Reg:  General. 

Posthumous  Notifications. - 

Transfers  from  other  areas  (other  than  trans:  deaths] 
Other  sources,  if  any.  - 

3* 

*  4* 

3* 

3- 
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'JL  .  . 

Report  on  the  work  of  the  Dispensary  during  the  year  1 gyp 


Pulmonary. 

N  on  -pulmonary . 

~ 

Total. 

Grand 

Diagnosis. 

Adults  Children 

Adu] 

Lts 

Children 

Adults 

Children 

Total 

M. 

F. 

i  iL 

F. 

M. 

E. 

1  i« 

F.  . 

1 - 

SI 

LJ 

P. 

N 

.  i 

P.  . 

A.  New  cases  examined 

v.  ■  • 

during  the  year 

' 

* 

.. 

(excluding  oontacts)- 

(a)  Definitely 

. . 

Tuberculous. 

34 

33 

- 

- 

5 

9 

4 

9 

39 

42 

.4 

9 

94* 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  : 

completed. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

„ 

• 

- 

5 

7 

- 

- 

12. 

(c)  Non -tuberculous. 

- 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

150 

114 

34 

29 

,327* 

B.  Contacts  examined 

during  the  year. 

(a)  Definitely 

Tuberculous.-. 

1  ; 

4 

r 

1 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1 

4 

1 

1 

7* 

(b)  Diagnosis -not 

completed. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1  . 

(  c )  N on-t  ubercul ous .  • 

- 

1- — 

— 

- 

- 

- 

.. 

1 

4 

16 

21 

23 

64. 

C_.  Cases  written  off  the 

Dispensary  Register. 

(a )  Recovered. 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2. 

(b)  Non -tuberculous  (incl: 

any  such  cases' 

previously  diagnosed 

ahd? entered  on  Disp: 

Register  as  t ubercul or 

s.)- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

163 

135 

58 

54 

41  O'. 

D.  No.  of  persons  on  Disp: 

Register  on  31-12-44* 

(a)  Definitely 

- 

Tuberculous . 

151 

143 

6 

2 

83 

103 

56 

43 

234 

246 

6  2 

45 

587' 

(b)  Diagnosis  not 

• 

*  * 

completed. 

- 

- 

— 

— 

~ 

- «1 

_  i 

— 

5 

7 



1 

13* 

I.  Number  of  eases  on'i'-dispensary  register  on  1st..  January  1  944*  -  553' 

2«  Number  of  cases  transferred  from  other  areas?  and  casei=3  returned  after 

discharge  during  previous  years  (section  C  above). - - - 1 -  6. 

3«  1'Tunber  of  cases  transferred  to  other  areas?  .cases  not  desiring  further 

assistance  under  the  S.cheme?  and  cases  lost'  to  sight .  - -1 - - — : -  9* 

4»  Cases  written  off  during  the  year -as  dead  (all  cans  cs ) . - - -  43* 

5.  Number  of  attendances  at  dispensary  (including  contacts. . . . -  4848. 

6.  Number  of  insured  persons  under  donicilliary  treatment  on  51  -1 2-44* -  51* 

7*  Number  of  consultations  wdth  Medical .Practitioners.  (a)  personal. -  88. 

(b)  others. — —— — 487* 

8-  No.  of  visits  by  Tuber@:  Officer  to  ha.ics  (inc:  pars:  consultations).'  137* 

9.  No.  of  visits  by  Nurses  or  Health  Visitors  to  hones  for  disp:  purposes.  1514* 

10.  Number  of  (a)  specimens  of  sputum  &c.  examined, - ; - 1 — - — - - —  50 6* 

(b)  X-ray  examine. t ions  made  in.  .connection  with  disp:  work.- -  781  • 

II.  No.  of  ‘recovered*  cases  restored  to  disp:  register?  and  included 

in  A  (a)  and  (b)  above. - - — - — - — : - r - - 

12. Number  of  'T.B.  plus’  cases  on  dispensary  register  on  31-12-44. - : -  154* 


RESULTS  ,0P  SUNLIGHT  TREATILNT?  1 944- 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 


Under 

treatment 

1  -1  -2)4. 

New 
cas  es 

Discharged. 

Ceased 

to 

attend. 

Under 

treatment 

31  -1 2-44* 

Much 

improved 

Improved 

Stati¬ 

onary. 

T.B.  Glands.  - 

10. 

7* 

13* 

2. 

2. 

Lupus . 

1 . 

1. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2. 

Bones  and  joints. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

T.B.  Abdomen. 

•  - 

1. 

1 . 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

11. 

.  9* 

14. 

- 

- 

2. 

4* 

1 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


Venereal  Diseases  are  treated  at'  a  special  clinic  at  the  Royal  Albert 
Edward  Infirmary.  The  figures  below  show1  the  wojbk  done  during  1944* 


Boropgh. 

County. 

Others . 

1944. 

1943. 

1944. 

1943- 

JVA., 

1943- 

(a)  Number  of  persons  from  each  area  dealt 

_ 

.  ... 

with  during  the  year  at  or  in  connection 

- 

with  the  out-patient  clinic,  for  the  first 

time,  and  found  to  be  suffering:  from 

i 

Syphilis 

l5  • 

30. 

52. 

40. 

1. 

- 

Soft  Chancre. - - - — — - - 

- 

- 

2. 

Gonorrhoea - - — '  - 

79. 

56. 

53. 

81. 

1. 

3. 

Conditions  other  than  venereal 

>  34. 

82. 

103. 

114- 

1. 

203. 

168. 

208. 

237. 

2. 

4* 

(b)  Total  number  of  attendances  of  all 

patients  residing  in  each  area. - 

4687. 

4227. 

3539. 

6309. 

2. 

36. 

Figures  for  the  past  Five  Years. 


IMr 

New  cases -(Borough,  Counter  &  others)  248. 
Total  attendances  at  V.D.  clinic  —  86 50. 
In-patient  days  - - — /-  53* 


1941.  1942. 

314.  321. 

99 66.  10959. 

22.  4. 


1943.  1944- 

409  -  418. 

11072.  10228. 
24-  15. 


In  consequence  of  Ministry  of  Health  circular  No.  2834  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  V.D.  Orderly  (male),  who  is  employed  at  the  V.D*  clinic,  to  * 
undertake  the  duties  of  Almoner, .  as  from  the  1st.  June  1944- 

The  following  report  shows  the  results  of  his  work  during  the  year. 

Twelve  males  reported  for  examination,  after  interview  with  females  crocfcrfcod. 
Seventeen  females  reported  after  interview  with  males  concerned. 

Twelve  females  reported  for  examination  under  regulation  33B,  form  1 . 

22  visits  were  made  to  contacts'  homes. 

19  persons  interviewed  at  the  V.D.  clinic. 

The  following  up  of  cases,  failing  to  attend,  and  sending  letters  to 
patients  failing  to  attend  for  treatment. 

39  returned  after  one  letter,  22  returned  after  two  letters,  9  were 
transferred  to  other  clinics,  5  letters  were  returned  (not  known), 
and  50  did  not  reply.  These  cases  wore  traced  and, 

7  returned  for  treatment,  9  were  transferred  to  the  forces,  2  were 
transferred  to  other  towns,  2  died,  5  failed  to  report,  and  5 
remain  to  be  followed  up  in  January  1945*  "r 


MATEHHITY  AMD  CHILD  -NEIFARE. 
Attendances  at  alinic 


Children  -  total  attendances  — 
"  primary  attendances 


Expectant  mothers  -  Central  clinio  (weekly).— 

"  "  (special) ~ 

Pemberton  clinic.  - : - 


l» 

It 


II 

It 


Maternal  Mortality  :  - 

Deaths. - - - - - _____ - 

Rate. - : - - - 

Births .  — - t - * - — - 

Visits  paid  to  expectant  mothers  by  Health 


1944. 

1943. 

977 3. 

10205. 

1210. 

1218. 

1977- 

207 6. 

139. 

119. 

806. 

911- 

3- 

4. 

2.04 

2.80 

1471. 

1426. 

270. 

136. 

Visitors. 


Dental  Treatment. 

The  following  table  shows  the  dental  work  carried  out  during  the  year  , 
1944  in  connection  with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department. 


Babies 

treated. 

Dressings 

ccC . 

Extrac¬ 

tions. 

Fill¬ 

ings. 

Mothers 

treated 

Extrac¬ 

tions. 

Fill¬ 

ings. 

Sealings 

&c. 

Dentures. 

16. 

7. 

12. 

3. 

• 

CSJ 

32. 

4» 

8. 

- 
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,)  Children’s-  Act- 

On  the  1st.  January  1 944-  there  were  six  ’nursed  out'  children  on  the 
register.  On  the  31st.  De center  1944  there  were  three  on  the  register.  The 
Health  Visitors,  who  are  also  Infant  Life.  Protection  Visitors,  paid  41  visits 
to  premises  where  children  are  being  nursed  out.  There  were  no  complaints. 


HIP  ANT  MORTALITY  -  The  table  for  the  year  1914  shows  that  more  than  50a 
of  the  deaths  under  one  year  -occurred  in  the  first 'four  weeks  of  life,  53  of 
the  total  of  99*  More  than  one  third  wore  under  one  week  old,  35  of  the 
total  of  99*  Of  the  53  deaths  under  one  month  old  20  were  due  to  premature 
birth  and  16  due  to  congenital  malformations. 


Ant c  -N at al  V 7  or k . 

Central  Clinic. 

Pemberton 

clinic. 

Number  of  primary  casos  attending  during  year 

T  otal  number  of  attendances  -  -  - 

Cases  referred  to  St.  Mary*s  Hospital,  Manchester 
Cases  admitted  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester 

Meekly. 

Special 

541* 

1 977* 

1. 

139* 

21  • 
21. 

227. 

806. 

Ho. 

»; 

u 

it 

Si 

t: 

t? 

st 

t? 

it 

it 


•i 


Summary  of  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  1944- 


of  primary  visits  to  births - - - - - -  1523* 

visits  to  infants  under  one  year  - -  7899* 

•’  over  one  year  but  under  two  years - 5199* 

0  "  "  two  years  but  under  three  years -  3729  • 

!!  "  three  years  but  under  four  years -  2706. 

,!  ”  four  years  but  under  five  years -  2538  • 

15  ... .  expectant  mothers - - - — - - - — —  -  270 . 

”  cases  of  abortion - — - - - ; . .  —  36. 

11  infectious  disease. . — - - — - - - -  70. 

re  deaths  under  one  year - - - -  63. 

re  still -births - - - —  38* 

”  nidwives - - — - - - -  26 1 . 

other  visits - - - -  1122. 


School  for  Mothers.  _ 

151  classes  were  held  during  the  year  1944?.  and  997  attendances  were 
made  .by  .  mothers . 


Notifications  of  births  received  from  Doctors,  .Nidwives  cc 

Number  of  births  notified - » - - -  1530. 

"  still -births  notified -  -  41* 

"  medical  aid  fortes  received -  284* 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  notified  during  1944 


Institutions . 


No.  of  cases 
notified. 

Treated  at 

! 

Result. 

Home . 

Wigan 
Infirmary . 

Bi  Hinge 
Hospital . 

Private  Nursing 
Homes. 

1. 

1. 

- 

- 

- 

1  recovered. 

1 

Municipal  Hidwdves  Service. 

The  number  of  cases  attended  by  the  Municipal  Midwives  during  the  year 
1 94V  was  879?  and  the  total  number  of  confinements  by  all 'nidwives  in  the 
town  was  106l.  The  service  consists  of  a  Supervisor  and  13  'Municipal 
Midwives.  There  are  10  midwives  in  private  practice. 


Ophthalmia  N  e  onat  or  urn . 

During  the  year  1944  there  were  two  notified  cases.  One  was  treated 
at  home  and  the  other  at  Whclley  Hospital.  Th§  result  of  both  cases  was 
vision  mi -impaired. 


Results  of  Sunlight  Troo.tment  (ex  Maternity  A  Child.  Welfare  Clinic)_. 


XJhde  r  t r ea tment 

1  .-I  —44-. 

New: 

cases. 

pi 

Cured. 

s  charged. 

Much  improved. 

Ceased  to 
attend. 

Under  treat¬ 
ment  31-1 2  -44* 

Malnutrition 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Rickets.  — -• 

1.  ’ 

- 

- 

1. 

- 

Debility  - 

1 . 

1 . 

1. 

-- 

- 

1 . 

Others  — -  — 

- 

8. 

2* 

2. 

2. 

2 

2. 

9*. 

3* 

3* 

2. 

3*  i 
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C are  of  Illegitimate  Children  and  Premature  Infants.. 

Increased  attention  is  now  being  paid  to  the  care  of  illegitimate  children 
and  prenature  infants. 

The  arrangements  made  for  the  former  are  that  Miss  ’The  at ,  who  has  now 
completed  a  short  course  of  instruction  in  social  service,  twill  take  over  the 
visiting  of  all  the  illegitimates  in  the  town,  during  their  first  year  and 
longer  in  necessary  cases.  She  is  able  to  help  the  mother  to  settle  down  with 
the  child,  or  if  she  must  go  out  to  work  the  Health  Visitor  will  ensure  that 
suitable  provision  is  made  for  the  infant.  She  is  also  able  to  assist  the 
nother  to  obtain  an  affiliation  order,  and  where  necessary,  give  advice  about 
legal  adoption. 

7rith  regard  to  prenature  infants,  our  Health  Visitor  Miss  Forshaw,  upon 
receiving  notification  of  the  birth  visits  each  one  daily,  showing  the  mother 
how  to  handle  and  tend  the  baby,  and  noting  and  reporting  progress  or  otherwise. 

A  special  draught-proof  cot  complete  with  bedding  has  been  provided  for  use  in 
the  homes  where  existing  provision  is  inadequate.  The  experienced  advice  which 
the  Health  Visitor  is  able  to  give,  and  also  the  interest  and  care  which  she 
shows  in  the  children’s  progress  is  being  very  much  appreciated  by  the  mothers. 

By  those  measures  it  is  hoped  to  ensure  that  the  children  in  these  two 
categories  will  receive  adequate  care  and  attention. 

.  •  *  *  .  .  i 

Head  Lice. 

As  suggested  in  Ministry  of  Health  circular  No.  2831,  when  visiting  hones 
and  also  at  the  clinics'/,  Health  Visitors  have  kept  a  keen  look-out  far  verminous 
heads,,  and  they  have  given  suitable  advice  where  necessary. 

.  v  G  hild  Minders . 

At  the  end  of  1944  there  were  257  persons  registered  as  ’child  minders' 
under  the  Government  scheme. 

Upon  application  each  case  is  investigated,  and  the  homes  of  all  approved 
cases  are  visited  once  a  month. 

Most  of  the  minders  are  relatives  of  the  children. 

Homo  Helps. 

One  'hone  help1  is  employed  full-time,  and  the  part-tine  services  of  sdveral 
’home  helps’  are  available. 

During  1 944  the  services  of  the  home  helps  were  provided  in  38  cases. 

The  charges  for  the  services  of  heme  helps  ore  30s/-d.  per  fortnight  (20s/-d» 
for  the  first  week  and  iOs/-d.  for  the  second  week)  where  the  family  income  is 
below  £J\ 00  per  annum,  and  40s/-&.  per  fortnight  where  the  family  income  is  over 
£400  per  annum. 

bar- tine  Nurseries. 

Two  war-tine  Nurseries,  one  situated  on  the  playing  field  of  Beech  Hill 
Council  School  and  the  other  behind  Ellesmere  Road,  Pemberton,  commenced  to 
receive  children  on  the  24th.  August  and  21st.  September  1942  respectively. 

Some  modifications  recommended  by  the  Medical'  Officer  of  Health  were  adopted, 
namely,  enlargement  of  the  Matrons'  bed-sitting  roans  by  transferring  the  drying 
rooms  to  the  nursery  end,  and  the  staff  17. C’s  were  erected  at  the  staff  end  of  the 
nurseries,  near  the  staff  bathroom  instead  of  in  the  nursery  section.  Other 
improvements  suggested  and  carried  out  were  the  provision  of  sand-pits  and  extension 
of  the  concrete  surround,  to  enable  the  children  to  play  outside  if  the  grass  is 
damp.  The  provision  of  coke  stoves  for  heating  the  nurseries  was  criticised,  but 
these  wore  considered  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  be  suitable.  However,  during 
the  night  when  there  is  poor  ventilation  owing  to  the  black-out  the  staff  complain 
of  sore  and  dry  throats,  and  often  contract  coughs,  probably  due  to  the  dry 
atmosphere  and  some  escape  of  gases  from  the  stoves.  A  more  satisfactory  and 
safe  supply  of  heat  would  be  electric  tubular  heating.  The  electric  tubular 
heating  recommended  in  one  of  my  previous  reports  has  now  been  installed  in  the 
nursery  bathrooms,  staff  bathroams  and  corridors. 

Each  nursery  is  designed  to  accommodate  52  children  aged  six  months  to  five 
years,  seventeen  of  whom  nay  be  resident. 

The  staff  at  each  nursery  consists  of  a  Matron,  Deputy  Matron,  two  Staff 
Nurses,  six  Assistants,  one  Teacher,  one  Cook  and  one  Cleaner. 

The  work  of  organising,  staffing  and  preparing  for  occupation  was  very 
considerable,  and  the  staffs  of  both  nurseries  have; worked  very  hard  in  maintaining 
a  high  standard  of  efficiency,  with  the  result  that  the  children  have  much  improved 
in  health  and  behaviour.  Good  feeding,  kind  treatment,'  cleanliness  and  care 
combine  to  make  the  children  happy  and  contented,  whilst  in  addition,  the  two  to 
five-year  olds  benefit  by  the  services  of  a  teacher  who  keeps  them  occupied  during 
certain  hours*,  and  gives  them  guidance  according  to  their  age. 
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Practically  all  the  children  attending  the  nurseries  have  been 
immunised  against  diphtheria. 

The  average  attendances  during  the  year  1944  were  as  follows 


Beech  Hill. 

Pemberton. 

a&r 

Night 

Day 

Night 

Children  under  two  years  of  age. 

13. 

§. 

8. 

4* 

"  between  2  to  5  years. 

6. 

23. 

11. 

Totals. 

38. 

15. 

31. 

15- 

\ 


I 


1. 
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Dental  Treatment 
Head  Lice 
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Notification  of  Births 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  - 
Puerperal  Pyrexia - 


Sunlight  Treatment  ■  — - * — ’ — 

Schools  for' Mothers - - - - 

Meat  Inspection  and  Meat  Purveyors - - - - — 

Milk  Supply?  and  Inspection  of  Com sheds?  Dairies  and  Milkshops- 

Municipal  Midwives  Service - - 

Nuisances - - - — — 

Nurseries  (war-time) - - - 

Offensive  Trades - - — > - — 


Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Acts 

Premature  Infants  - 

Rag  Flock  Act  - 

Rats  and  Mice  - 


Registrar-General's  Short  List  of  Causes  of  Death 
Rivers  and  Streams - - - 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area - 

Scabies  Order  1 9 Ml - ■ - — 

S ewe rage ,  Scavenging  and  Refuse  Disposal 
Shops  Acts 


S laughter-houses 
Smoke  Abatement  - 


Socia.l  Welfare - - — 

Tuberculosis.  After  Care - - — - - — - 

"  Artificial-  Pneumothorax - 

"  Dispensary  Work - * - — 

"  Notifications  (summary  of) - - - 

"  Pemberton  Hospital - 

"  Sunlight  Treatment - * — • — 

"  Treatment  Allowances - - - — — *■ 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
on  the 
HEALTH 
of  the 

COUNTY  BOROUGH  OP  WIGAN 
for  the  year 

19  4  3. 


HENRY  Y/HITEHEAL,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  (Viet),  M*B. ,  B.S,  (Land)* 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer, 
Superintendent  School  Medical  Officer,  Medical  Supt* 
of  Corporation  Hospitals  &c. 


-  t. 


" '  Ib"Llhc-  Health-  Iierpecrtment , 

IbipAoipal  Buildings, 

Library  Street,  ........  . 

vV  I  G  AN.  ■  ■"■ ' '  ■ " 

August,  1944*. 

To  the  Mayor j  AJ  Herman  &  Counci-Llors, 

of  the  Borough  of  Wigan. .  •  .  . . 

Sir,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen,-  ■  •  ■  •  "  iJ'  ,:Cl  ' 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  you  with  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
Borough,  and  on  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  during  the  year  1 943  • 

The  Birth  Rate  is  18„32  against  18,38  during  1942. 


The  general  Death  Rate  is  14>30j  "which  rather  exceeds  last  year's  rate  of 
The  Death  Rate  for  the  126'  Great  Towns  during  1943'Was"  14*20. 


The  Infant  Mortality  is  7 1  against  62'  during;  the  previous  year. 

*  •  The  internal  Mortality  is  2.80,  which  is  well  below  the  average  of 
4*29.  during  the  past  five  years. 

The  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis,  both  pulmonary  and  non -pulmonary  is. 
0.81  per  thousand  of  the  population,  showing  a  very  slight  rise  on  the  figure  of 
HSO.  during  the  previous  year. 

•i  i  •  ”  •••  • 


The  Municipal.  Midwifery/  Service  continues  to  work  very  satisfactorily, 
the  average  number  of  oases  attended  by  each  midwife"  is  71’,  against  76  during  the 
previous  year.  They  are  expected  to  deal  with  approximately  80  cases  per  year. 

Diphtheria  was  less  prevalent  thag  3ast  year.  .  1.13  cases  were  notified, 
compared  with  150  during  Many  efforts  have  'been  made  to  encourage  parents 

to  consent  to  the  inoculation  of  their  children,,  and.  this  lias  resulted  in  a.  very 
considerable  increase  in  the  number  of-  children  immunised.  There  are  still  many 
parents  whose  only  excuse  for  refusal  is  that  'they  don't  bel#:ve  in  it'. 

During  1943  31724  children*  were- inoculated,  and  the  grand  total  of  children 
' -Timriised  slii.ee  the  commencement  of  the  scheme  in  1939  is  now  10,068. 


The.  two  War-time  Nurseries,  one  situated  in  Beech  Hill  and  the  other  in 
Pemberton  are"  continuing  to-  operate  very  satisfactorily  in  accommodating  children 
between  the  .ages  of  six  months  and.  five, years,  whose  mothers  are  engaged  on  war 
work.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  general  standard  of  the  children  accommodated 

has  improved  in  everv  wav- 

*  •  "...  ;  ■.  .  r  . 

Under  the  Scabies  Order  of  1 94i  ,  arrangements .  were  made  to  treat  this  . 
verminous  condition  at  Whelley  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  During  1943  635  • 
Persons  m&de*  1,232  attendances.  for  treatment.  (See  page  13 )» 

•  It  is  again  by -privilege  to  record  my  thanks  to  all  members  of  ray  Staff 
in  the  Health  Department  and  in  the  Hospitals  for  their  continued  loyalty  and 
excollant  service*  Again,'  in;  addition  to  their  usual  duties  they  have'  carried  out 
a  great  amount  of  extra  work  in  connection  with  the  Emergency  Casualty  Service. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  (Alderman 
171 .  Rams  den)  $  the  Chairman  of  ’  the  Maternity  ^hd  Child  Welfare  Committee  (Alderman 
Mi-3 »  Ashurst ) ;  for  their  oauwluuod  co-operation,  confidence  and  support. 

I  thank,  too,  the* members  of  .the  Committees  •  under  wham  I  serve,  for  their  courtesy 
and  consideration. 

I  •  •*'  /  V 

-l.l 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient-  servant, 

. ' " ' .  r  a  .'  1 .- L;  ■  -.hi  x  {  : 

00  -  ,:eV  .  ■jiy.n  -HEMRI  WHITEHEAD. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS,  1 942-43. 


BIRCHS.  Males  770 

Females  6j6  . 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  on  Registrar~General' s  estimated  pop’n. 

Ditto  for  England  and  Wales  ...  . . . 

Ditto  for  126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  ...  ... 

Illegitimate  Births  number  41.  Rate  per  1,000  of  population. 

Percentage  rate  of  live  biiths. 

DEATHS.  Males  605 

Females  j?08  . 

Corrected  Dea^h  Rate,  on  Registrar-General’s  estimated  pop’n. 

Ditto  in  England  and  Wales  . 

Ditto  for  126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  . . 

Excess  of  registered  births  over  deaths  . 

Maternal  Death  Rate  . . . 

Total  Deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Z^ymotic  Diseases  . . . 

Rate  of  Mortality  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
Total  Deaths  frpa  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  two  years  of  age 
Death  Rate  (per  1,000  births)  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

Infantile  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  births)  . . 

ditto  for  England  and  Wales . 

ditto  for  1 2&  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  day  old  . . .  ... 

ditto  one  year  old  (legitimate)  ... 

ditto  ditto  (illegitimate)  ... 


1942* 

1943. 

i 

: 

1  . .  .  . 

1,462 

|  r 

i 

1 

|  1,426 

1 

18.38 

18.32 

15.80 

16.50 

17.30 

18.60 

0.81 

0.52 

4. 44 

2.87 

1,030 

1*113 

12.95 

14.30 

11.60 

12.10 

13.30 

14.20 

432 

313 

6.15 

2.80 

22 

17 

.27 

.22 

6 

5 

4*10 

3.51 

62 

71 

49 

49 

I 

59 

58 

12 

14 

87 

96 

4 

5  I 

\ 

BIRTHS.  The  number  of  births  registered  during  1 943  is  1 ,426  (males  770  and 
females  656).  The  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  being  18.32. 

The  birth  rate  compared  with  1942  is  .06  lower. 

The  illegitimate  births  number  41*  being  2.87  per  cent  of  the  live  births. 


STILLBIRTHS.  Numbers  registered  during  the  year  1943  :“ 


Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Legitimate  . . . 

24* 

29. 

53* 

Illegitimate  . . • 

_ jU 

2*. 

J&. 

M0RTALITT  RATE_._  Deaths  during  1943  number  1,113  (males  605  and  females  508), 

being  an  excess  of  97  males  over  females.  The  recorded  rate 
per  1,006  of  the  population  is  14.30*  in  1942  it  was  12.95* 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  as  compared  with  1942  was 
83,  being  a  rate  of  1.35  per  1,000. 
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EXTRACTS •  FROM  VITAE  STATISTICS  .FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Total.  Male.  >  Female. 

BIRTHS.  Legitimate.  1,385  750  635,  ),  .  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate.  _ 41  ___20 _ 21_  )  of  population 

.  '1,42 6  "  770  656  )  .  .  1,8.. 32 


DEATHS. .  1,113  605  -  ,508  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  pop'n. 

l/'~  . .  . . .  14.30 

Number  of  -women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child-birth  :  -  Sepsis 

.  Other  causes  ■  4* 

Mortality  of  women  in,  or  associated  with, child-birth  per  i,000  births  (live  &  still): 

...  •  f* 

Puerperal  Sepsis  .  _  - 

.  Other  Puerperal  causes  - 

Total  Puerperal  Mortality  - 

N on-puerperal  causes  2.80 

Total  Maternal  Mortality  2.80 

INFANT  MORTALITY.  (i.e. ,  death  rate  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births). 

Total  Births  1426.  Total  Deaths  101.  Infant  Mortality  71* 

Legitimate  Births  1385.  Deaths  under  one  year  96.  Death  Rate  69. 

"  Illegitimate  Births  41  •  "  "  " '  '  "  5.  "  "  122. 

Of  this  total  of  101,  14  died  under  one  day,  18  under  one  week,  and  15 
under  one  month.  - 

The  three  main  causes  of  death  were  Premature  Birth  23,  Congenital 
Malformations  13,  and  Pneumonia  27* 


INQUESTS  AND  UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 


53  Inquests  vcro  held  in  Wigan  during  1943,  as  against  69  in  1 942  and  85  in 
1 941 ♦  The  f ollowing  verdicts  were  recorded  : - 


Natural  Caus es . 
Accidents. 

Suicides. 

Other  causer . 
Murder. 


2. 

Burns  3,  Scalds, 1,  Colliery  7,  Falls  5,  Dr ownings  2, 
Falls  downstairs  6,'  Street  7,  Others  10. 

Gas  1 ,  Poison  1 ,  Hanging  1 . 

7. 

nil.  :  .1 


No  Uncertified  Deaths  .were  registered  during  1943,  as  against  1  in  1942  and  1  in  1941* 


^TH^ZSMOK^RATE  .ia_..22.  and  made  up  as  follows  :  - 

Diphtheria  -  deaths  5j  rate  .06:  Diarrhoea  -  deaths  5 l  rate  .06: 
Whooping  Cough  -  "  1;  "  .01:  Measles  -  "  6;  '•  .09: 


COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS  SINCE  YEAR  1 876 . 


Year. 

i  Birth  Rate. 

" 

■ 

Dea.th  Rate. 

Zymotic  Death 
Rate. 

Infant 

Mortality. 

1876. 

4-8.90 

28.50 

4. 92 

186. 

1886. 

38.70 

22.10 

3.10 

174. 

1896. 

35.90 

23.09 

4. 09  .  . 

186. 

1906. 

'  j  32.60 

17.61 

2.61 

160. 

1916. 

23.28 

15.4-2 

1.04 

113.  i 

1926. 

20.03 

13.13 

.30 

103. 

1936. 

17.23 

12.78 

.42 

82. 

1943- 

18.32 

14.30 

.22 

71 . 

; 

I  _ _ _ . — : - ~ - - - - - - - 1- 
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j^XilSTIt^-GLNERAL'S  SHORT  LIST  OP  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING-  1945. 


Causes . 

Sex 

r - -  ■  ■  - - 

All 

0+ 

1+  5+ ' , 

15+ 

45+ 

65+ 

Ages 

» 

1 

Totals  from  all  causes. 

M 

605 

159 

20 

11  i 

60 

179 

276 

F 

508 

,42 

22;15  l 

78 

110 

241 

1 .  Typhoid  &  Paratyphoid  Fevers* ...  t , , 

M  • 
F 

t“~ - - 

1  

— 

i  ** 

—  j 

— 

2.  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  . , . . 

M 

F 

1 

1  J 

- 

— 

- 

3*  Scarlet  Fever 

M 

F 

1 

: 

*• 

4-  Whooping  Cough  . 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

F 

1  ■■ 

- 

uJU 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5.  Diphtheria 

M 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

F 

3 

- 

9 

2 

4- 

mm 

- 

6”.  Tuberculosis  (of  respiratory  system) 

M 

24 

- 

•ma 

13 

10 

1 

F 

25 

- 

— 

2— 

-1.6. 

Z 

- 

7*  Tuberculosis  (other  forms). 

M 

9 

A 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

F 

5 

2 

2 

1 

- 

8.  Syphilitic  Disease 

M 

1 

- 

- 

ma 

- 

1 

am 

i 

F 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

9-  Influenza  . 

M 

26 

1 

- 

- 

am 

14 

11 

F 

25 

2 

- 

- 

1 

9 

7 

(10.  Measles 

!  • • *  » ♦ •  « • o  000  000 

M 

4 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

F 

2 

1 

1 

ma 

ma 

- 

- 

111.  Acute  ToTiorryelitis&Folioencephalitis 

M 

F 

— 

12.  Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis., 

M 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

-  ' 

- 

F 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

j 1 3M. Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  &  Oesophagus 

M 

11 

am 

- 

- 

- 

2 

9 

jl3P» Cancer  of  Uterus 

F 

7  

am 

— 

2 

1 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

M 

19 

~ 

mm 

- 

1 

10 

8 

F 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

7 

15-  Cancer  of  Breast  . 

F 

IT 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

4 

11 6.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

M 

737  ” 

- 

- 

- 

3 

20 

14 

F 

32  __ 

- 

- 

- 

6 

15 

11 

17.  Diabetes 

•  *  ‘'VUVW  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 

M 

2 

- 

- 

- 

»N» 

2 

0a» 

I  ■  •  4 

F. 

8 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

2 

18.  Intra.~Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

M  ' 

66 

- 

- 

- 

1 

48 

4/ 

| 

F 

66 

am 

mm 

mm 

2 

15 

4? 

19.  Heart  Disease  .  ... 

M 

104 

- 

ma 

1 

10 

29 

62+T 

F 

95 

- 

- 

1 

10 

16 

68 

20.  Other  Circulator/  Diseases 

M 

8 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

1 

7 

F 

3 

am 

- 

- 

mm 

am 

-3. 

21.  Bronchitis  ...  . 

M 

65 

2 

3 

2 

4 

21 

33 

F 

47 

- 

2 

- 

3 

7 

35 

22.  Pneumonia 

0  0  0  9  0  0  0  9  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 

M 

41 

15 

6 

- 

1 

9 

10 

F 

21 

11 

6 

1 

2 

1 

- 

25.  Other  Respitatoiy  Diseases 

M 

8 — 

- 

- 

- 

2 

$ 

1 

F 

8 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

 3 

24.  Ulceration  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum.  . 

M 

5 

- 

- 

•mt 

1 

3 

11 

F  1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age) 

M 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

F  ■ 

4 

3 

1 

- 

- 

■M 

k-  — 

26.  Appendicitis 

o  a  a  a  a  a  00a  0  a  0 

M 

4 

- 

- 

2 

M 

2 

F 

1 

- 

- 

am 

mm 

1 

~ 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

M 

11 

mm 

1 

- 

mm 

2 

8 

F 

17 

1 

1 

mm 

4 

6 

5 

28.  Nephritis 

J-  0  0  0  0  0  0  9  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 

M 

18 

- 

ma 

tarn 

5 

6 

71 

F 

10 

mm 

~ 

- 

3 

5 

2  ; 

29.  Puerperal  and  Post "Abortive  Sepsis  ... 

F* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

30.  Other  Maternal  Causes  ... 

¥~' 

4 

- 

- 

- 

4 

31  •  Premature  Birth  .  . . 

M 

16 

16 

- 

- 

- 

H"* 

■'  • 

*F  ■ 

8 

8 

-  ' 

- 

- 

- 

32.  Congenital  Malformations,  Birth 

M  ' 

23 

19 

-  ’ 

1 

2 

- 

■  1 

Injury,  Infantile  Disease 

F 

16 

12 

3 1 

mm 

1 

_ 

. 

!  33  •  Sulc3.dc  9  0  9  9  0  0  9  9  0  0  9  0  0  9  0 

M  1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

f 

”■  1  - 

I 

1 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1  i 

i  34*  Road  Traffic  Accidents . . 

M 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

*"*  1 

i  ,  . 

F 

3 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 1 

i  35*  Other  Violent  Causes  . 

M 

19 

— 

“T 

1 

11 

2 

~  3  r 

; 

F 

11 

1 

1 

3 

- 

- 

6  i 

36.  All  Other  Causes . .  ... 

M 

72 

3  1 

3 

1 

2 

15 

-48T- 

! 

F 

57 

3 

2 

3 

7 

9 

33  1 

'N.Z1W  CIRCmRTAIJCBS  OP  THE  AREA. 


WATER  SUPPLY, 

A  constant  water  supply  for  domestic  purposes  is  obtained  from  four 
different  sources.  Ail  supplies  are  chlorinated  prior  to  distribution. 
Samples  from  each  source  taken  monthly  for  bacteriological  examination-ard 
chemical,  analysis  have;  consistently  been  reported,  as  satisfactory.  The 
samples. .are  usually  obtained  from  service  taps  in  dwellings  situated  in 
many  parts  of  the  town. 


‘RIVERS  AI'ID  STREAMS 


The  River  Douglas  and  streams  running  into  its  are  the  natural  means  of 
draining  the  Borough-. 

The  Douglas  Catchment  Board  control  the  river.  They  have  carried  out 
many  improvements  and  also  cleanse  the  bed  of  the  river  when  required*  and 
deal  with  rat  infestation.-.. 

DRAINAGE,  SE7/ERAG-E;,  SCAVENGING-  AND  REFUGE  DISIOSAL. 

Practically  the  whole  .of  the  Borough  is  sewered  and  draihbd.  House 
refuse  is  collected  and  disposed  of  by'  destructors  and  tipping.  The 
streets  are  scavenged  regularly, 

CLOSET  aCCOMMODAT  ION. 


Almost  the  whole  of  the  closet  accommodation  is  on  the  water  carriage  system,, 
'tio.  ,.:,vA.iXv'.'  eg  closets  on  March  31st*  1944  was  2.6,651*  In  addition* 

•chore  are  10.5  waste  water  closets,  51  pail  closets  and  39  privy  middens.  The 
pail  closets  raid  privy  middens  0  re  in  connection  with  un-fit  houses  or  isolated 
farms  with ’pottages  adjoining.  During  the  year  four  waste  w&ter.  closets  were 
converted  to  closets  with  efficient  flushing  apparatus 0 


SAM  ITALY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Mr.  F,  Mart  lew*  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  submits  the  following  remarks. 

The  town  is  divided,  into  five  districts.  A  District  Sanitary  Inspector 
is  responsible  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  constant  supervision 
of  each  district,.  In  addition.  Inspectors  specialise  in  the  control  of 
factories.,  workshops,  including  bake-houses ,  shops  and  offices. 

Houses  and  premises  inspected  and  visited  re  nuisances  and  Complaints 253 8. 


Rc—visits.  to  nuisances  , .  . , . 

Other  visits  made  „  s  <.  „ ;  *  , , .. 

Visits' to  premises  (testing  of  drains) 
Nuisances  discovered  ....  -  * 

Nuisances  abated  «...  ...  ,  ,  , 

Notices  issued  (preliminary)  ... 

11  "  (formal)  . ,. .  ... 

Letters  issued  re  nuisances:.. .  • 


«;  r 

u  r 


6  f 

«s  $ 


/  1  e 

r  c-  *r 


*  * 

tot 
«  f  V 


*  3  t 

3  «  * 

c  a  ■* 

it  o  *> 


3  0* 

t  C  "t 

o  *  <* 

t  t  n 


8319. 
IO.67  „ 
77. 
3983. 
322A- 
1087, 
373  c. 
736. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT, 


25  observations  were  made  during  the  year.  In  three  instances ,  communications 
were  addressed  to  the  occupiers  of  business  premises  regarding  nuisances  caused 
by  the  emission  of  smoke  and  fumes.  In  one  instance  certain  structural 
alterations  were  carried  out  which  abated  the  nuisance.-.  On  account  of  the  poor 
quality, of  fuel  available-  and  inexperienced  labourers  acting  as  stokers,  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  prevent  smoke  nuisances  occurring. 

COMMON  LODGINCrJiOUSIS  AKD  HOUSES  -LET  -IN  -LODGINGS . 

These  premises  are  visited  regularly  arid  were  found  to  be  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition,  480  visits  were  made  to  the  eight  Common  Lodging  Houses 
in  the  Borough*  having  aocan~ >od/? t ion •  for  380  lodgers.  131  visits  were  made  to  the 
two  houses  '  le  t  -i  -0  edgings , 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Offensive  trades  arc  carried  on  at  seven  premises.  They  consist  of  one 
fellmanger,-  one  fat  boiler,  three  gut  scrapers,  one  gut  scraper  and  fat  boiler, 
one  tripe  boiler,  52  visits  were  made  to  these  premises, 

RAG-  ?L0C:I  ACT. 

Three  samples  of  Rag  Flock  obtained  from  Manufacturers  of  bedding  and 
furniture  were  submitted  ‘-r  n->o  trough  Analyst*  and  all  conformed  to  the 
Rag  Flock  Regulations .  •  *• 
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CANAL  BOATS.  (Public  Health  Act,  1 93^ ) . 

As  far  as  can  br  ascertained  the  29  Canal  Boats  registered  in  Wigan  are  still 
in  use.  12  inspections  were  made  during  the  year.  No  defects  were  discovered. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  193f. 

There  are  398  factories  in  the  Borough,  239  of  these  have  mechanical  power, 
and  293  visits  were  made.  64  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  discovered  during 
the  year,  they  were  as  follows  lack  of  cleanliness  13>  defective  sanitary 
accoramodation  30 *  unsuitable  exits  or  escapes  in  case  of  fire  7>  want  of  abstract  1, 
insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  2,  other  defects  11.  All  the  foregoing 
contraventions  under  the  Act  were  remedied  informally. 

SHOFS  ACTS,  1912-1936. 


Number  of  shops  on  register  1980.  538  observations  were  made .  Contraventions 

discovered  were  as  follows  not  exhibiting  statutory  notices  within  premises  4> 
insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  4-,  defective  sanitary  accommodation  4> 
insufficient  ventilation  3s-  insufficient  facilities  for  maintaining  reasonable 
temperature  2,  unclean  condition  of  premises  8,  other  defects  10.  23  letters 

were  addressed  to  occupiers. 

.  PHARMACY  <£  POISONS  ACT,  1 933* 


49  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  poisons.  During  the  year  53 
visits  were  made  to  premises,  and  14  letters  concerning  contraventions  were 
addressed  to  occupiers. 

PLACES  OF  ENTERTAEMSNT. 


There  are  24  places  of  entertainment  within  the  Borough,  each  one  is 
inspected  periodically  and  reports  are  made  on  their  sanitary  condition  before 
the  renewal  of  licence. 


RATS  &  MICE (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919- 


Mr.  E.  Richardson  devotes  a  portion  of  his  time  as  administrative  officer 
under  the  above  Act.  During  the  yes. r  259  visits  were  made  to  58  different 
premises,  47  of  these  were  new  infestations  and  41  are  now  free  ffom  rodents. 
Efforts  have  been  made  to  reduce  the  rat  infestation  in  sewers,  pre-baits  and 
poison  baits  have  been  laid  in  81  manholes  with  good  results. 

HOUSING. 

The  number  of  dwellings  at  the  1931  cencus  was  18,  573*  The  number  of 
families  ms  20,190,  or  1, 617  more  than  dwellings .  The  population  at  the 
1931  cencus  was  85,357* 

Since  January  1st.  1921,  a  total  of  5164  houses  have  been  erected,  2594 
by  private  enterprise  and  2570  by  local  authority.  During  the  period 
1 931 -1 942  approximately  1570  dwellings  have  been  demolished  or  ceased  to  be 
used  for  habitation.  During  this  year  24-63  dwelling  houses  were  inspected 
for  defects  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts,  2222  of  these  were 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925*  A  total  of  10, IP70 
inspections  and  re -inspect ions  were  made,  i960  of  these  houses  were  not 
reasonably  fir  for  habitation,  1263  were  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action,  and  568  werA  rendered  fit  after  the  service  of  Formal  Notices. 

OVERCROWDING. 


Many  evacuees  and  others  have  come  into  the  town  since  hostilities 
commenced,  with  the  result  that  at  the  time  of  writing  this  repoirfc  practically 
every  available  dwelling  is  occupied,  and  many  houses  occupied  by  more  than 
one  family.  It  is  impossible  to  give  any  reliable  figures  as  regards 
overcrowding,  and  only  a  limited  number  of  oases  of  over-crowding  have  been 
relieved  during  the  year.  To  relive  this  situation,  a  few  houses  on  which 
Demolition  Orders  have  been  made  or  undertakings  given  that  the  houses  would 
not  be  used  as  dwellings  in  future,  were  allowed  on  licence  to  be  used  as 
dwellings  for  limited  periods. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD.  ,  ,  : 

•  bC‘~’  ' 

MILK  SUPPLY  (Pood  &  Drug's  Act  1938)* 

\  1 f  ''  n  1  ,r‘~  -—-v, 

The  number  of  persons  registered  under  the  above  enactments  are  as  follows 

,  /v.j  > 

DAIRYMEN*  -  premises  within  the  Bormugh  1 37 J  premises  outside  the  Borough  26  ; 
total  163.  Wholesale  dealers  1.2;  producers  26. 

Approximately  300  milch  cows  are  kept  within  the  Borough,  and  the  cowsheds 
are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  Number  of  visits  made  to  cowsheds  181, 
to  dairies  212,  and  milkshop.s  90.. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  193^; 

Number  of  licenced  issued  for  the  sale  of  Pasteurised- Milk .  . ..  99* 

"  V  11  "  "  "  "  "  and  production  of  Pasteurised  Milk  4* 

”  "  "  w  M  "  M  Accredited  Milk  . .  6. 

Number  of  persons  licenced  for  the  sale  and  production  of  Accredited  Milk  3* 
Number  of  licences  issued  for  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  4* 

'  ‘  •  1'  V  .  l’ 

During  the  year  227  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  the  purpose  of  testing 
the  amount  of  foreign  matter  contained  in  the  milk  intended  for  sale  within 
the  Borough.  These  samples  were  obtained  at  dairies  and  farms.  In  eight 
cases  letters  were  addressed  to  producers  outside  the  Borough  regarding  the 
unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  milk.  7  D 

1 .  ***:'.. 

.  •  r  ,*”*'  •  /  • .  • 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

95  Su  moles  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and/ or 
the  methylene  blue  reduction  test.  16  were  below  a  reasonable  standard. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 


The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  five  District  Inspectors  are  all 
qualified  Meat  Inspectors.  Within  the  Borough  there  are  12  licenced  slaughter 
houses.  District  Inspectors  examine  carcases  slaughtered  within  their  own 
districts. 

Owing  tb  the  Food  Control  only  six  of  the  above  premises  are  being  used 
for  slaughtering.  *  ’  .  .  •  •  -  ■  • 

Premises  which  come  within  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1922)., 
are  frequently  visited.  A  large  proportion  of  condemned  meat  is  sent  to  a 
fat  melter  for  manufacturing  purposes.  The  remainder  is  dea.lt  with  at  the 
Frog  Lane  Cleansing  Depot. 

The  firm  receiving  this  condemned  meat  has.  signed,  an  undertaking  that 
i+  will  only  be  used  for  manufacturing  purposes,  and  they  regularly  return 
special  schedules  of  quantities  received.  Shops,  stores  and  vehicles  are 
constantly  inspected. 

Registration  of  Purveyors  of  Meat  and  Premises. 


The  Wigan  Corporation  Act,  1933*  section  36*  contains  powers  for  the 
^-vipulsory  registration  of  purveyors  of  meat  and  premises  which  are  used  or 
proposed  to  bo  used  for  the  sale  of  meat.  The  number  of  premises  registered  at 
the  end  of  1943  ‘was  98. 


Registered 

Licenced 


Private  Slaughter  Houses  in  use  in  the  area, 

on  31st.  Deo:  1920.  on  31st.  Deo:  1943- 

...  24*  — 


#  • « 


•  •  • 

000 


1. 

~25T~ 


12. 

T27 


2203. 

435. 

1925. 

953. 


Number  of  visits  to  slaughter-houses 

11  11  11  it  ~  ,  , 

markets. 

"  ”  "  "  butchers  and  other  food  shops 

NuMber  of  certificates  issued  (condemned  food) 

, . , . \m.  •  ••• ,  '•  %  ;C)  X  •  v  .  .  .’•/  :  -  *  •  •  *  -  •  * 

Carcases  examined  during  the  year  1943* 

...  Beasts.  Calves.  Pigs.  Sheep. 

Carcases  examined.  ...  ...  6>195*  2473  *  5503  *  22933* 

Carcases  totally  condemned...  147*  16.  21.  6. 

Percentage  totally  condemned  2.21  0.1 6  O.38  0.02 


Total. 

37104. 

190* 

0.51 
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The  following  neat  and  offal  from  slaughter-houses  was  surrendered  and 
destroyed,  or  sold  for  manufacturing  purposes,  during  the  year  1943  : - 


Affected 

with 

Tuberculosis. 

Beasts 

Calves 

Pics 

Sheep 

Affected  with 
other  disc- 
ses  etc. 
Beasts 
Calves 
Pics 
Sheep 


cond¬ 

emned. 


112 

4 

14 


35 

12 

7 

6 

190 


Part  of 

Offal  Condemned. 

• 

car  cas  e 

condem¬ 

ned. 

1  j  ■ 

i  •  i  • 

« 

CO 

£ 

• 

CO 

. 

co 

• 

. 

CO 

13 

•H 

1) 

* 

. 

CO 

•  CO  to 

W  j  Sh  1  +-> 

u0  CD 

1 

a 

v 

V 

8 

•P 

C 

TO 

CD 

0 

CD 

rH 

c 

TO 

<D 

WJ 

03 

CO 

u 

•H  | 

<13 

9  1  *H  CD 

Q < 

•H 

TO 

13 

W  _ 

-n. . 

VO 

f1- 

1X3  T 

i 

CO 

05 

ks* 

to 

05 

85 

573 

209 

24 

79 

12 

583 

283 

- 

2  |  2  2 

• 

_ 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

57 

376 

296  I  273'225 

107 

CM 

CO 

15 

2 

Ih 

5 

mm 

j  ’ 

I  i 

- 

“ 

1 

5 

'  1  1 

213  [1381 !  15 

5 

1 

*8 

255 

7 

mm 

— 

-  j  -I  1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

1 

1 

iz£ ;  79  j  30 

1 

- 

6 

1 

i  1 

- 

- 

1 

8  !  981  .  2 

.  .  j  ,  .  1.  .  . :  r 

mm  mm 

i 

mm 

.. ,  7— 

- 

144 

956 

2609  |2083 !  299 

322  10? 

148 

■ 

R 

CM 

658 

295 

Included  under  the  above  were  24  carcases  dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis 
order.  •  . 


OTHER  POOD. 


A  large  wholesale  business  in  fish  and  other  foodstuffs  is  carried  on  in 
and  around  the  markets,  and  these  premises  are  visited  daily. 

SUMMARY  OP  OTHER  FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED,  1943*. 


Number  of  packages  of  wet  fish 

"  ”  "  »  dry  fish 

Meat  ...  ...  ...  * 

Cannes  Heat ;  ,  ,  ...  ... 

Other  canned  or  bottled  food 
Rabbits,  game  and  fowl 
Fruit  and  vegetables 
Cheese  ...  ...  ... 

Other  foods ...  ...  ... 

"  ”  (packages) 


*  pf 


•  • 

*  • 


121. 

2 6. 

2410  lbs. 

1791. 
9410. 
1612.  • 

130  lbs. 
222  lbs. 
1708  lbs. 
456. 


PRIED  PISH  SHOPS. 


There  are  82  premises  in  the  Borough  used  for  the  purpose  of  fish  faring, 
all  of  which  are  kept  under  observation. 

POOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1938. 


233  samples  obtained  under  the  above  Act  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
for  examination.  Samples  were  as  follows 

Milk  130 ;  Evaporated  Milk  4;  Cheese  11;  Butter  12;  Margarine  11;  Lard  10;  Tea  12; 
Coffee  11;  Jam  12;  Pepper  3J  Vinegar  3i  Canned  vegetables  6;  Meat  &  Pish  Pastes  6; 
Lactic  Sugar  1;  Bet ox  1; 


17  samples  of  milk  we  re  reported  as  below  standard;  the  remainder  were 
genuine. 

Samples  Reported  to  be  Adulterated  or  Below  Standard. 

Of  the  17  samples  of  milk  certified  to  be  below  standard;  11  were  informal 
test  samples,  1  of  these  was  certified  to  be  genuine  milk  but  naturally  deficient 
in  non-fatty  solids; 

6  Formal  Samples  certified  to  be  bp  low  standard  included  2  certified  as 
genuine  milk  but  slightly 'deficient  in  nOnrfatty  solids. 

In  2  cases  legal  proceedings  were  taken;  fines  of  <£20  were  inflicted  in  each 
case.  In  2  cases  warning  letters  were  sent  to  the  producers. 


BOROUGH  ANALYSTS  REPORT.  ■  •  .  ;;  •''' 

-:Tfte  Borough  Analyst,  Mr*  S,  Ernest  Melling,  F„I.C,  reports  as .  follows j’QH..jfctie 
•duties  of.  his  Office  during  the 1 12  months  ending  the  31st  December}  1943  - 

'  "  '  '  .  f-  "  .  ■  h,T 

Food  and  Drufjs  Act*  1938* 1 

During  the  above  period,  233  samples  of  food  etc, ,  were  examined,  consisting 
of  130  milks?  12. each  of  butter,  jam  and  tea?  11  each  of  margarine,  cheese  and 
coffee?  10  lards?  6  each  of  meat' and  fish  pastes?  and  of  vegetables  (tinned),  and 
5  each  of  malt  vinegar,  condensed  milk?  pepper  and  miscellaneous  samples. 

Seventeen  samples?  equivalent’  to  7*3  per  cent  of  the  whole,  were  reported 
as  either  adulterated  or  below  standard,  all  of  which  were  milks,  and  thbse  ma y 
■> ~  •  summarised  as  follovys 

Seven  contained  extraneous  water  in  amount  varying  from  2. 9/ a  to  7*2^. 

Six  were  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  from  4*  7/0  to  29*0^.  •  .  • 

Three  wore  deficient'  in  non-fatty  solids;  from  2.9$  to  1  .Ofo  being  abnormal 
but  otherwise  genuine,  . 

One  j  -  aieat  ii..  fat  to  the  extent  of  6,-6^,  -and  in  non-fatty  solids  to 
extent  jf  It 7/o  but  was .  of  genuine  quality. 

It  is  satisfactory 7-  to  recora;  that  t^ese.  results  represent  a  very  considerable 
improvement  on  the  returns  for  the  two  previous  years,  . :  •• 

Preservative's  -and- colouring  agents^  were  absent  in  all  samples  of  Milk, 
and. the  groceries  and. vinegar?  etc*?  were  all  sound  commercial  quality,.... 

FERTILISERS  ADD  FEEDING-  STUUPS  ACT.  1926. 

During  the  year  5  samples  of  Feeding  Stuff  and  5  Fertilisers  were  submitted. 
The  samples  of  Feeding  Stuff  complied  with  the  Statutory  Statements  -as.  to 
composition  arid  they  were  free  from  deleterious  ingredients.  No  serious  variation 
from  the  Statutory  Statement  wa s  found  in  the  sample  of  Fertilisers.  A  sample  of 
-  dnio  Manure ' contained  rather  more  soluble  Phosphate  and  slightly  less  Potash  than 
as  stated  A  sample  of  ,!Excelnitrc"  ms  also  slightly  deficient  in  insoluble 
Phosphate,  whilst  the  sample  of  Superior  Top  Dressing  Manure  contained  a  slight 
surplusage  of  the  same  constituent  in  each  case,  after  making  due  allowance, 
(Limits  of  Variation )s 

v* 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Fore /"nine  ssoriplcs  were  analysed  during  £he  year,  forty-eight  from  the 
Public  Supplies  and  one  from  Billinge  Hospital.'  The  usual  satisfactory  degree 
of  organic  purity  cf  the  Public  Water  supply  was  well  maintained  and  the  sample 
from  Bil binge  Hospital,  which  was  also  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination 
of  wholesome  arid  potable  quality, 

RAG-  FLOCK  ACT,  .• 

I‘hreo  samples  "of  Rag  Fleck  were  examined  and  all  complied  with  the  official 
r  c  quir  ement  s  t- 

RODMfT  DISINFESTATION..  ' 

A  suspected  sample  of  Barium  Barbonate  used  in  the  extermination  of  ra.ts 
programme, -was  found  tc.be  of .satisfactory  commercial  quality. 
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[PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Vaccinations. 

Vaccination  of  children  whose  births  were  registered  during  the  year  1942. 

Births  registered  1252;  successful  vaccinations  186;  insusceptible  of 
vaccination  1;  statutory  declaration  of  conscientious  objection  773 J  died  unvaccinated  4Jfc 
postponement  by  medical  certificate  10;  removal  to  other  districts  (vaccination  officer 
duljf  apprised)  21;  removal  to  places  unknown*  or  cannot  be  traced  102;  number  of  these 
births  remaining  on  the  31st  January  1944>  not  entered  in  vaccination  register  nor 
temporarily  accounted  for  in  the  report  book  110;  Total  number  of  certificates  and 
copies  of  certificates  of  successful  vaccinations  received  during  the  year  1943  224; 

number  of  statutory  declarations  of  conscientious  objections  received  by  Vaccination 
Officers  irrespective  of  the  dates  of  birth  of  children  to  which  they  relate  during 
the  year  1943  -  715. 


During  the  Year 
1943- 

Totals  from 
commencement  of 
Scheme  in  1937 

till  end  of  1943. 


Children  Immunised  Against  Diphtheria. 

Children  under 

School  Age  .  School  Children. 


At 

Clinic 

By 

Private 

Doctor 

Total. 

It 

Clinic. 

By 

Private 

Doctor 

Total. 

Grand  i 
Total. 

1297 

55 

1352 

2372 

- 

2372 

3724 

2601 

155 

2756 

7312 

! 

7312 

1 

10068 

INOCULATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 


AGE  AT  DATE 
OF 

INOCULATION 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

19a 

1942 

1943 

1  + 

mm 

31 

16 

5 

12 

87 

176 

471 

2  + 

- 

39 

22 

10 

16 

118 

197 

301 

3  + 

1 

31 

22 

10 

7 

91 

138 

320 

4  + 

4 

a 

17 

25 

12 

125 

151 

260 

5  + 

24 

89 

32 

60 

2 

309 

131 

436 

6  + 

28 

137 

16 

97 

2 

336 

117 

332 

7  + 

14 

122 

18 

101 

1 

272 

7^ 

277 

8  + 

6 

151 

6 

76 

- 

236 

89 

241 

9  + 

1 

10$ 

7 

76 

- 

282 

69 

254 

10  + 

~ 

100 

3 

70 

- 

248 

88 

245 

11  + 

mm 

78 

3 

82 

- 

224 

56 

220 

12  + 

mm 

37 

4 

89 

238 

40 

175 

13  + 

mm 

30 

2 

91 

mm 

210 

47 

161 

14  + 

- 

10 

5 

31 

mm 

76 

9 

j  31 

t 

15  + 

* 

1 

1 

2 

“ 

56 

24 

8 

TOTAL 

78 

986 

174 

825 

52 

2908 

1405 

3732 
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>  o 


deo.2, . 


.\n 


J--  4.  .  '  -  .  I 

'  O'S'/Cd 


pAALipfectioh  and  Disinfestation* 

and  clothing  from  houses  in  "which  Infectious  Diseases  have  occurred 
„h  by  a  high  pressure  disinfector  as  also  is  similar  material  from 
Tritn  vermin*.  Prior  to  removal  to  Council  houses  furniture  from 
v  ■  h  vermin  ;is-  treated!  in  the  Local  Authority’s  furniture  van 
..ido  gas  by  a  firm  of  contractors  vdio  specialise  in.  this  work* 

n>s  bedding*  which; whs '  unfit  •  for  further  use  Y/as  destroyed.  Supplier 


are 

ecus; 


issued  along  with  the . lean  of . siiitabla  sprays  '.for  the  treatment 


Ids:  nib-  li  nos  are  provided  free  .td  the  occupiers  of  houses  Y/here  infectious 
v. os  oe.  ur  and  in  other  cases  of  exceptional  circumstances.  :  -  ‘ 


U  ■?  t  ^  q  f  v  -r  ••  -  n  r\ 

•  -1  -kiJun  1m  .«kJ  v>  i. >.  V ...  w 

almonds  the  patients 

'  '*  number 


Hosp.i.tal1  for  Acute  Infectious  Cases,  Whellcy. 

n  contains  beds.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  personally 
The  majority  of  cases  admitted  are  frcm  the  P'rbrrlA  5 
are  sent  in  from  the  surrounding  districts. 

!  • 


_ 

1  ( 
i  .  •  ■ 

Not  if - 

ici- 

tions.. 

•Removed  to 
Wholley  Hospital. 

Died  in 

Whelley  Hn^m'tn’i' 

Patients 

Patients 

Wigan. 

Out-dist. 

Wigan. 

Out  -dost  f. 

•  *  *  *  •?  *•  r  9  .?  a  *  0  <  9 

'  ' 

;  r  ^  V 

1  IS  ,>/ci.Jr»h‘s ;  dr  a'  j '•  JJl*  t.  r*  ?  t  n  c  a  <9  c  0  •> 

:  175 

29 

22 

- 

imO 

I'  FUl*.  .  .  -  •  a  9  *  i»  <?  3  9 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

1  •  <1  dv"i/y  t  iio .  .g.  3J  over-,  r  to  9  r  •  * 

■■ 

-  '  \ 

- 

j 'DAbhtho '"■'j- .  &  H^rrjb. Group*  ... 

:  113 

113 

23 

6 

3  1 

^  iC^tXO  h-CV’*  3  :  <7  r>  &  .w  «  *  #  © 

101 

3 

- 

1 

( 

1'nfluon^o.J  Pneumonic  <«  <«  0  '  0  0 « 

10 

- 

- 

■tf. 

1 

0  i’i’l,  ckenp  03v  *  ~  *  ■»  *  o  « c  *  t  *  • 

80 

mm 

i 

mm 

- 

■y> 

Erysipelas ; . .  « , .  . . .  ‘  , 

.  30  • 

2 

M 

""  ? 

- 

Cphthalmoa  Neonatorum..  « . . 

4 

2 

.  | 

Encephalitis  Lgthargia,  ... 

!  » 

mm 

- 

-  . 

j  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  ... 

95 

- 

- 

- 

1  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

56 

1 

M  - 

mm 

U/r.-.  '  •? 

in  ipaSJLOSc  0  5  '9  c#s>  0  y  ©  e  0  oo» 

IDbl 

1 

1 

- 

-i  ) 

|  Puerperal  Pyrexia* «  ...  ... 

2 

mm 

.  - 

:  !  - 

1  Gcute  Poliomyelitis  <• . »  ... 

-  . 

- 

mm 

•• 

•;  - 

j  Cerebro-SpinnlbMenjjigifis,, . 

8 

8 

3 

1  t  '3 

Whooping  Coughs  c*.  ...  ... 

58 

mm 

•• 

- 

*m 

[ 

j Ctners®  <?  _* •  &  ®  •  » © «  « ©  •  «. « • 

1 

•* 

6 

5  ;  “•  k-’  ' 

1  •  a 

! 

1 

1793 

163 

49 

11 

3. 

1 

Wholley  Hospital. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet.  P. 

\  •  * 

Enteric  F. 

Others • 

Total. 

In-pat i ent s » '  Id. 43 . 

12 

3;  . 

1  mm 

1 

46 

Admitted  in  1943- 

136 

51 

t 

27 

214 

Discharged  in  1943. 

155 

50.  ,  ■ 

- 

23 

228 

Died  in  -1943* 

9 

• 

J 

5 

14 

In  ^patient s ?  X0 lc 14* 

14 

4 

1 

- - - 

•  i  • 

18 

•*  .  1  1  .  '  *  :  ' 

III1' 


Cases  of  In-pFtfitioua  Bisease  Nn-Hfied  during  the  year  194,3. 

Name  of  District  -  Wigan  County  Borough,  . 

Number  of  Cases  notified.  -"T  -  ~T~~' "  *  '  '  *  ’  Total  cases  notified  in  "each  Locality 

at  Ages  -  Years,  •  ’  (e.g.  I£.rish  or  Ward)  of  the  districts 


THE  SCABIES  ORDER,  1%: 

MQ .4o_.J)A_1iho  Mir i g fc or  of  Health  raider  Roirulation  33A  of  the 
•  Dc:%fflce  J,Gcneral )  Ro/pulatlons  1959* 

Foij.ovm.r.g  the  above,  arrangements  '.Tore'  made  to  treat  Scabies  in  a  vacant 
ward  at  PhcHey  Infectious  Disease  Hospital,  '  •  o 

Danila os  effected  wore  investigated  and  all  members  with  Scabies  were  treated 

.-ip-nlacat~,on  of  Benzyl  Benzoate  vas  the  treatment  used  and  the  results  wore 
Tory  satisfactory,  *  _  •  •  • 

Sax  persons  with  septic  sores  complicating  scabies  were  treated  in  Hospital 
as  in-patients  for  a  total  of  2S0  days* 

Since-  the.  eoppcnceirient  of  the  Scheme  on  21st  January  1942,  1310  cases  w€re 

treated ^md  1-06°  attendances  were  made-  up  to  the  end  of.  1943 »  During  the  year 
94J*  of 5  oases  v  r  e  treated  and  1232  attendances  were  made. 

...h:  .s  Scheme  has  meant  a  great  arvount  of  extra  work*  and  a  school  nurse 
s upervised  and. carried  cut  the  treatment  of  young  children  and  females,  assisted 
female  A -,14.14  Staff,  while  members  cf  the  male  Staff  and  A.R.P.  Staff  dealt 
•war  the  males.-.  One  .of  the  sanitary  inspectors  visited  the  hones  and  arranged 
the  tine  of  treatment. 

Laboratory  Work. 

-‘he  fo—ovang  specimens  mere  submitted  for  examination  during  1943 


Positive, 

Negative. 

Total’. 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria*  .  . , . 

?  !<  !* 

■0 

167 

. 

■  9o5 

1132 

Widal  Tests  for  Enteric  *  -  ,  . , 

e  <*  * 

*  3 

r  9  .9 

- 

Paeces  and- urine  for  Enteric ; , , 

9  9  9 

9  0  0 

0  c  0 

- 

C er ebrC’-Sp j>'nl  Fluid,  P „  e* .  . * . 

a  9  e> 

0  0  © 

C  e  a 

6 

47 

53 

Pa s s croon  T c st s  for  Y ,D , . , »  ... 

9  $  c 

3  »  9 

ft  9  0 

■237 

.  1233 

1520 

*  c.-«  fPnc*  i" 

iU-U--..  X  WO  v  9  t>  .3  t  5  0.  Iff  c  *5  C  v  C  S  9 

6  C  9 

0  9  0 

.r  0.0 

3 

10 

13 

Posts  for  gonococci  -  „  r  eet 

e  fi  * 

0  •  • 

9  9  9 

2  . 

6 

-  .  8 

Milk  (Pact or. to ;  Count ),«  . . 

#  •  « 

9  0  •*. 

C  9  9 

89 

•  •  ‘V"'“  1  Ir  {  ■Pr^v,  IP  ■  -j  ^ 

IJ*  W  tiuUUyo  0  os.-  V  ?  9  a 

r  c  © 

9  0  0 

t  s  c 

■ 

95: 

Milk  (Phosphatase  Test)  e , „  . .. 

«  '■  • 

C  5  0 

0  n  0 

- 

44 

Milk,  ifor  Methylene'  B'Uje  T0st). 

C  t  n 

0  r  s 

000 

12 

Milk  (for  T,Bo  Inoculation  Test 

)  t  <? « 

0  9  0 

0  9  0 

19 

Water  (Bacteriological)  . . , 

♦  a  a  . 

9  9  9 

9  0  9 

49 

W/vH#vr  (Pbcrri  ml  V . .  _  .• . 

49 

Food  ex  Drugs  Samples « „ ,  ,  .  .  , , , 

0  C  9 

9  9  9 

9  0  9 

233 

T  otal '  Examinations 

f  }  f 

,  f  V 

ft  ^  . 

3316 

Compensation  Clams  and  Medical  Examinations. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  examined  116  Corporation  Thplcyees  during  the 
,yu  \r  1943,  ••  . 

Yfelfare  of_  the  Blind. 

In  June  1933  Dr*  Duihio,  a  Ooncultant  Ophthalmic  Surgeon,  was  appointed 
fop  the  examination  of  .persons  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  and  during  the  year 
1943  he  examined  24  -persons*.  *  -  .  ... 

Public  Assistance.  * 

The  Clerk  to  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the 
following  information  B™ 

•  •  •  Average  Ho*,  of  families  Amount  paid  in 

relief. 


Year  ending. 


31st  March  19 44* 
3 1st  March  1943. 


receiving  relie f . 
511 
'  514 


£32,950 

£30,1-04 


-  12;-  — 


T  U  J3  E  R  C  U  L  0  S_  JE  S.. 
Artificial  Raeunothorax. 


*■.  mt-.m:  m-m-m,  *-.  \*  j*. -a 


During;  1943  Artificial  .Pneumothorax  treatment  was  performed  in  6  new  cases. 
634  refills  were  carried  out  in  these  and  other  cases. 

Hospital  jfor  Treo;tneiit  jqf  jTuherculqs^is^^  ^Penhert on,^ 

T^c  following  table  shews  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Pemberton  Hospital 
durinc  the  year 


j  Borough  Cases. 
I  County  Cases. 

1  *' TOTALS^ 


}%Xes*  i  Females.  t  Children.  Total. 


After-Care. 

During  the  year  1943 *  122  persons  received  free  nillc  from  the  After  Care 
Committee.  Of  these  27  were  new  recommendations  and  2 6  were  removed  from  the 
list,  due  to  commencing  work  and  other  causes.  The  average  number  of  persons 
in  receipt  of  milk  was  91*  11  persons  received  new  clothing  from  the  Committee. 

Also,  3  persons  have  benefitted  by  gifts  of  vouchers  and  clothing  through  the 
good  services  of  a  member  of  the  Committee. 


Treatment  Allowances. 


As  from  August  9th  1943 j  the  amount  paid  out  up  to  period  week  ending 
2nd.  January  1944*  was  £512-16 -3d.  amongst  32  patients.  Worked  out  on  a 
yearly  basis  for  all  pulmonary  cases  on  the  register  this  amounts  to  £4-7 -Od. 
per  patient  per  year. 

Public  Health  (Tuberqulqsis_)  Regula.tiqns,  1950.. 

Summary  of  Notifications  during  the  period  from  the  1st  January, 

_  _ 1943  to  the  31st  December,  1943» 


;  '  Number 

'of 

Primary  Notificr 

tions 

of  New  Cases 

of  T. 

B. 

:  Age  Periods. 

0- 

1- 

5-  10- 

15- 

20-  25-  35- 

45- 

55-  65-  '.Total 

j  !  j 

f 

;  (  ;.( all  ages)! 

■Pulmonary  Males. 

- 

1  ;  2 

7 

P.  ~ST  7 

11 

4  !  3  *!  47 

fI  Females. 

- 

mm 

1  i  - 

6 

10 ;  17 1  4 

3 

5  i  1  47 

N  on -Pulmonary 

\ 

1 ,  •  *  1  ••  : 

;  ! " 

j  Males.  j: 

2 

:  5  ' 

2  1  3 

2  : 

.  -  1 

2 

:  2  lii  20 

:  ”  "  Females. 

- 

5 

6  4 

10  1 

2 1  1  2 

2 

1  i  i;|  34 

Supplement a.r  Return. 


New  cases  of  Tuberculosis  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  during  the  above  mentioned  period,  otherwise  than  by  Formal  Notification. 


i  Age  Periods. 


[Pulmonary  Males. 

”  Females .  ] 

jN  on -Pulmonary  Males,  j 
i  "  M  Females.! 


10-  15-  20- "  25-‘  35-  45-  55- 

l  1 

1  ,  .  •  -  • 


65"-  .Total 

doll  ages) 

-  •  3 

3 

1  5  i 

1  4  i 


The  source  or  sources  from  which  information  as  to  the  above  mentioned  cases 
was  obtained  is  stated  below  :- 


“~TTor 

of  Cases. 

Source  of  Information. 

Pulmonary. 

N on -Pulmonary . 

■Death  Returns  -  from  Local  Registrars  . 

Trans  forcible  deaths  from 

t 

2  ; 

• 

i 

5 

Registrar  General . .  ...  ... 

1 

- 

Posthumous  Notifications.  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 

Transfers  from  other  Areas  (other  than  transferable 

1 

2 

.  Deaths . 

4  | 

2 

Other  sources,  if  any  ...  . . 

1 

» 

••  i 

i 

1 
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Return  Showing  the  Work  of  the  Dispensary  during  the  year  1943. 


Diagnosis 


Pulmonary  IT  on  -Pulnona  ry 


Total 


Grand 


Adult s . Children  j  Adult s . Children  Adults. Children 


Total. 




7  T 

M# 

F. 

H. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F, 

• 

ft 

• 

*==-< 

11.  F. 

,  ,T 

At  i  > c'vT  co.se s  excjnined 

. 

1 

during  the  year  (ex¬ 
cluding  contacts )  . . . 

• 

' 

! 

i 

(a)  Definitely 

Tuberculous  « . . 
(b)  Diagnosis  not 

32  44 

3 

1 

4  11  ] 

i 

1 

9 

9 

36  55 

12  10  ; 

10  x 

completed,-..  ... 

aw 

w 

aw 

-! 

M 

7  4 

1  - 

12 

c  )  N  on-Tubcrculous , . 

- 

> 

mm  mm  I 

mm 

- 

170 123 

22  37  ! 

352 

B*  Contacts  examined 

■ .  "ii - - 

during  the  year, .  ... 
(a)  Definitely 

....  I 

! 

( 

1 

Tuberculoma©  . . c 
(b  •  Diagnosis  not 

2 

1 

1 

- 

-  1 ! 

x  i 

■  '  -  } 

- 

mm 

i 

2  2 

• 

1  - ! 

5 

completed,  , .  ... 

1 

- 

j 

w. 

w. 

1  - 

„  _ 

1 

/.  c }  IT  on  ■  -T  ’  .ib  or cul ous , . 

- 

- 

- 

-  -  l 

.  wa 

10  14 

20  18  1 

62 

C -  Cases  written  off 
:h-  Dispensary  Register 

. 

• 

• 

1  1  '  ! 

! 

| 

: 

j 

>•  *  "3  (so.  a  tt  j.  0  0  •>  0  O0» 

2 

- 

- 

'  -  - 1 

•  ‘1 

mm 

•'  -  '2 

*"1  - 

3 

(a)  Recovered.  ...  ... 

2 

- 

-  _  1 

1 

wa 

1  2 

1  -  I 

3 

(b )  Non -Tuberculous 

’ 

■ '  • 

inducing  any  such 

I 

l| 

cases  pr  evi  c-us  ly 

1 

ii 

diagnosed  &  entered  on 

r 

j 

! 

N'e  Dispensary  Register 

'  1 

46'  59 

-  s  Tuberculous . 

- 

- 

....  „ ! 

>  -  ~ 

mm 

187343 

435 

D,  No,  of  persons  on 
Dispensary  Register 

on  Xi 0 0 $  0  0  •  0  000 

,  .  . 

' 

j 

*■“! 

1 

‘ 

(a  '  Definitely 

1 

1 

f 

: 

Tuberculous.  ... 
(b)  Diagnosis  not 

136 138 

6 

3 

65  91 1 

67  w 

201 2L9 

73  50  , 

• 

. 

553 

completed, . . 

- 

- 

- 

aw 

••  'mm 

- 

8  4 

1  - 

13 

Number  of  Cases  on  Dispensary  Register  on  January  1st  1943 


Number  of  Cases  transferred  from  other  areas  and  cases  returned  after 


discharge  .under  Head  3  in  previous  years . .  . . .  ... 

3 5  Number  of  cases  transferred  to  other  areas,  cases  not  desiring  further 
assistance  under  the  scheme,  and  cases  lost  sight  of  ...  ...  ...  ... 


4b  Cases  ■written  off  during  the  year  as  Dead  (all  causes) 


3-»  Number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  (including  contacts)..  ...  ...  ... 
6.,  Number  of  Insured  Persons  under  Domiciliary  Treatment  on  31st  Dec . 

0  0  0  0  0  0 


Personal. 
Others. . . 


333 


37 

41 

4143 

54 

77 

519 


log 


7s  Number  of  consultations  with  Medical  Practitioners:-  fa) 

,  w 

8,  Number  of  visits  by  Tuberculosis  Officer  to  hones  (including 

personal  consultation.  ...  ...  •* 

9j  Number  of  visits  by  Nurses  or  Health  Visitors  to  hones  for  Dispensary 

purposes.  . . .  ...  ...  *. 

10 .Number  of  (a)  Specimens  of  sputum  etc.,  examined..  . . . . .  498 

(b)  X-Ray  examinations  made  in  connection  with  Dispensary  Work..  T-( 
lljlunbcr  of  “Recovered”  cases  restored  to  Dispensary  Register,  and  included  in 

A  (a ) ,  and  A  (b)  above . .  . . .  ...  **•  «•»  »*»  . . 

12, Number  of'”TtB.  Plus”  cases  on  Dispensary  Register  on  December  31st  ...  ...  14! 


2481 


Results  of  Sunlight  Treatment  1943 > 

Tuberoulosis  Dispensary. 


Under  . 
;  Treatment' 


Discharged 


New, 


Much 


"Ceased  '  UngeU 
to  '  Treatmer 


-J-  0  a.  •  # 

r?  c  .ii>  GCLd*  ids  000  000;  "7 

13 

rr^ 

1 

— 

3  ! 

10 

a-’UjP’USo  O  &■  *  9  fi  0  O  0  •  1 

1 

I  •• 

aaa 

1 

| 

1 

j 

:Bcnes  and  Joints,.. 

- 

i  *“ 

- 

- 

• 

1  id.  Abdomen,.,  . » •  j  -  1 

- 

i  -  i 

i 

•  '  ..  1 

aw  I 

mi 

<  ;  '  1 

f Totals  ...  8 

14 

.  6 

l 

:  1 * 

-  1 

4 

11 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


Venereal  Diseases  .are  .treated  .at  a  Ep^cial  -Clinic  at  the  .Jfigan.  Royal  Albert 
Edvard  -Infirmary.  -The  -figures  -below  show  .the  work: 'Hona-in  1943  s- 


‘  '  »  c  t  %  • 

Borough-' 

■  — County 

Others- 

1942.1943. 

1942.1943. 

1942.1943. 

(a)  Number  of  persons  from  each  area  dealt 
vdth  during  the  year  at  or  in  connection 
with  the  Out-Patients  Clinic  for  the  first 
time  and  found  to  be  suffering  from 
Syphilis  ...  ...  . . 

24 

30  - 

33 

1 

,  „ 

, 

•4 D. 

J 

| 

j 

1  I  - 

Soft  Chancre*  . . ... ...  *  *  i  . ..  ...  ...  . . 

- 

"  -  " 

-• 

■  2 

Gonorrhoea  •»*  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

49 

56 

63 

81 

~  1  3 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal  ...  ...  ... 

_5§ 

131 

,82 

168 

J2S 

188 

114 

237 

1  j _ 1 

2 1  4 

(b)  Total  number  of  Attendances  of  all 
patients  residing  in  each  area  ...  ...  ... 

4381 

4227 

6562 

6809 

! 

7 1 36 

Figures  for  -the  -  Past  -F-i-wo  Years. 


New  Cases  ,*»  ...  . ...  ...  ... 

Total  Attendances  at  V.D.  Clinic... 
In-patients ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


19^9 

1242 

1242 

1943 

263 

248 

■  339+ 

321 

409 

9781 

8650 

9966 

10959 

11072 

124 

53 

22 

4 

24 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE, 

Attendances  at  Clinic 

Babies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ............ 

Primary  Visits  of  Babies..  . . . .  ...  . . . 

Expectant  Mothers  Weekly  Clinic, . .  .  .Central. ,  ...  ...  ... 

S-oecial  Clinic, . .  ... 
Pemberton  Clinic  . 

Maternal  Mortality 

Deaths'...  ...  ...  ...  ......  ...  ...  . . .  .  ... 

Rate  *. .  ■*  •  •  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 
Births  . . . .  ...  ...  . . .  . . .  ... 

Visits  paid-  to  Expectant-  Mothers-  by  Health  Visitors..,  ... 


1242 

2242- 

9112 

10205 

1121 

1218 

1984 

2076 

120 

119 

714 

911 

9 

4 

6.15 

2.80 

1462 

1426 

217 

156 

Dental  Treatment. 

The  following  tables’  show  thh  Dental  work  curried1  out  during  the  year  1943  in 
connection  With  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department 


Babies 

Treated 

Dressing ! Ext rac- 
etc  ;  tions. 

Fillings 

Mathers 

Treated 

Extrac-F idlings 
tions.  | 

Sealing 

etc. 

Dentures 

.  19..  . 

.  ,  14  '  14 

1 

;  ! 

4 

- 

31 

29 

11 

19 

Children * s  Act. 


On  the  1st.  January  1943#  there  were  four  nursed  out  children  on  the  register. 
On  the  31st.  December,  1943#  there  were  six. on  the  register.  The  Health 
Visitors  who  are  also  Infant  Life  Protection  Visitors  paid  60  visits  to  premises 
where  children  are  being  nursed  'out.'  '  There  wer'e  no  complaints. 


Antenatal  Work, 

Wigan  Centre 

Pembert on 

Weekly 

Special 

Clinic 

Clinic 

Clinic 

Number  of  primary  cases  attending  Clinic  during 

the  year  . . . 

550 

1 

256 

Total  number  of  attendances  ...  . . ,  ...  ...  ... 

2076 

119 

911 

Cases  referred  to  St.  Mary's  Hospital, Manchester, 

m-t 

11- 

- 

Cases  admitted  to  St.  Mary's  Hospital, Manchester, 

10 

The  table  of  infant  mortality  for  191-3  shews  that  approximately  5^  of  the 
deaths'  under  one  year  occurred  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life  -  47  of  the 

total  99 •  Nearly  one  third  were  under  one  week  old  32  of  the  total  99.  Of 
the  47  deaths  under  one  month  old  20  were  duo  to  premature  birth  and  10  due  to 
congenital  malformation.  •  ■  . 


-  17  - 

Summary  of  the  V-isits  paid  by  the  Visitors  during  1943. 

No,  of  primary  visits  to  births. ...  ....  ...  . . .  ...  ,,, 

"  visits  to  infants  .  under  one  year  . .  ...  ...  ...  Glfi  7 

.  ”  *'  "  "  <  "  over  one  year  and  under  tv/o  years.  ...  ...  ...  ... 

”  bb”  .  ”  .  tv/o  and  under  three  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  3549 

51  "  "  three  and  under  four  years.. . .  ...  ...  2798 

”,  ”  "  "  four  and  under  five  years . .  ...  ...  2091 

No-,  of  visits  to  expectant  mothers  ...  . . . .  ...  . . .  136 

1  "  "  fi  cases »  of  abortion  ...  ...  ...  . . .  ....  ...  ...  34 

"  Infectious  Disease.'; .  ...  ......  ...  ...  . . .  619 

"  re  deo.ths  under  one  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

”  "  re  still-births.  ...  ...  ...  ......  ...  . . .  ...  ...  41 

”  "  .i.  :  to  nidwives#  . . . .  ...  275 

'■  ”  other  visits  ...  ...  ...  . . .  . . .  ...  762 

School  for  Mothers.  '  '  •°  •  • 

;  ;  .  ......  -  ’ 

55  classes  were  held  during  the  year  1943*  and  590  attendances  were  made 
•by  mothers*  ..  '  •'  ■  ; 

'  •  .....  ’*  ■*  • ,  ,  .  ‘  ’  "  *..‘i 

The  following  are  particulars  of  Notifications  of  births  received' from  Doctors 5 
midwivos  and  Institutions  •-  4... 

No.  of  births  notified  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1449 

No.  of  still -births  notified..  ...  ....  ...  56 

No.  of  Medical  Aid  Forms  received.  ...  ...  275 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  notified  in  1943* 

.“rofCages  ,"~.^ted  at . - 

j  Notified..  Hone,  i  Wigan  ‘Billinge  ■  ;  Private 

• _  :  ;  Infirmary.  Infirmary.  •;  -Nursing  Hone..,: _ Result. 

2  L  1  ;  -  -  1  2  recovered 

: ' •.  •  ■  ,  .  .  ■  •  •  *  •'  f  -  ■  W-. _ _ 

•  -•  ■'  —  — —■ -  -  -  -  -T  -  -■  -  —  1-  -  ■  ■  11  1-  |-  ■  r-  ■  ■  ~  -  -  -  -  _  -  T  r  -  —  --  — -  ■  ■■  -  — — — 

i  . 

Municipal  Hjdwives  Service. 

The  number  of  cases  attended  by  the  Municipal  Midwives  during  the  year  1943 .» 

■as  854»  and  the  total  number  of  Confinements  by  all  Midwives  in  the  Town  was  1010. 
The  Service  consists  of  a  Supervisor '-and  12  Municipal  Midwives.  There  are  6 
Midwives  in  Priyate  Pro. ct ice. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

During  the  year  1943  there  were  four  notified  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

2  cases  were  treated  at  hone  and  2  at  YJhelley,  Hospital.  The  result  in  all  cases 
vns  vision  unimpaired. 

Results  of  Sunlight  Treatment.  (Maternity  and  Child  Welfare . ClinitS .) . 

y  Under  treatment;  N^w  ! ' ' '  '  bTs  cdtarge'd*'  ’  " "  '.  Ceased  (  Under  treat- 

1st  Jan,  1943*  ;  Cases.  I  Cured, Much  Improved* 1  to  attend  j  ment  .31*12. 43 

HoJ-nutrition.;  -  -  -  i  -  - 

pickets.  i  1  4  I  -  1  3  1 

‘Debility.  i  "3  *  “  * 1  •  *  •  -2  *  •  *  3*  1  !  1 

/.Others .  :  ■ . 2 _  3  2,;y. _  1  y . f  -  j.  .  .  - . .  . 

i  5  ’ '  ‘  9 . 5  . , .  2  |  °  ■  ;  2  ~ 

Head  Lice. 

As  suggested  in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2831,  Heath  Visitors  when  visiting 
homes  and  also  at  the  Clinics  have  kept  a « keen  look  o\>c  for  verminous  heads  and  they 
give  suitable  advioe  where  necessary. 

Child  Mjngir.Vs-.  • 

At  the  end  of  1943  there  were  204  persons  registered  as  Child  Minders  under  the 
Government  Scheme. 


Home  Helps. 


The  Corporation  employ  one  Home  Help  whole-time. 


WARTIME  NURSERIES 


Two  War-tine  ‘Nurseries,  one  situated  on  the  playing  field  of  Beech  Hill 
Council  3 chool -and -the 'Other  •'behind  Ellesmere  .Road,  Pemberton, .  commenced  to 
receive  Children-on  the  24th- August, -and. the  .21st  September,  195-2,  respectively. 


r  ’  * 

Some 'modifications  were  •  recsanmended  -by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
adopted, 'namely  enlargement  of  •  the* lfo.tr ons!  bed  sitting  rooms  by  transferring 
the  drying 'rooms -to  the  Nursery  end,  and  the  ..Staff  *W,Q!s  .were  erected  at  the 
Staff  end' of ‘the -Nurseries' near  the  staff . bathroom,  instead  of  in  the  Nursery 
section. 


Other  improvements  suggested  and  carried  out  were  the  provision  of  sandpits 
and  extension  of  the  concrete  surround  to  enable  the  children  to  play  outside 
if  the  grass  was  damp. 


The  provision  of  coke  stoves  for  heating  the  Nurseries  was  criticised,  but 
these  were:  considered  suitable  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  However  during  the 
night  when  there  is  poor  ventilation  owing  to  black-out,  the  Staff  complain  of 
sore  and  dry  throats,  and.  .of. t.eji  get  coughs,  probably  due  to  the  dry  atmosphere 
afad  some  escape  of  gases,  fr.op,  the  stoves.  A  more  satisfactory  and  safe  supply 
of  heat  would.'be  electric,  tubular  heating. 


The  electric  tubular  heating  recommended  in  my  previous  report  has  now 
been  installdin  the  Nursery  bathrooms,  staff  bathrooms  and  corridors. 

Each  Nursery  is  designed' to  accommodate  52  children  aged - 6  months  to  5  years, 


'  The  Staff  consists  of  a  Matron,  Deputy  Matron,  -tv/o  Staff  Nurses,  six 
Assistants,  a -teacher,  cook  and.  cleaner, ...... 


The  work  of  organising y  staffing  and-  preparing  for  occupation  was  very 
considerable,  and  the  staff  of  both  Nurseries  have  worked  very  hard  in  maintaining 
q  high  standard  of  efficiency,  with  a  result  that  the  children  have  much  Improved 
in  health  and  behaviour.  G00g  feeding,  kind  treatment,  cleanliness  and  care 
combine  to  make  the  children  happy  and  contented,  whilst  in  addition  the  2  to  5  year 
olds  benefit  by  the  services  of  a  teacher  who  keeps  them  occupied  during  certain 
hours  and  gives  them  guidance  according  to  their  age. 

Prqctically  all  the  children  attending  the  Nurseries  have  been  immunised 
a  gains  t ,  D  ipht  her  ia, 

•  Thu-  following-  -figures  showing  the  average  attendances  at  the  Nurseries  during 
the  first  6  months  of  1943,  as  aompar-ed  with  those  of  the  latter  part  of  the 
year,  .'show  .that,  greater  advantage  is  being  taken  of  this  service 


Daily  average  number  of  children  accommodated 
during  Jan\ itx xy  to  June. » .  ...  ...  * .  »■  .  ... 

Daily  average  number  of  children  accommodated 
during  July  to  December* , •  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Gifts  of  tcys  were  sent  by  Lady  Openshaw,  the  Area  Organiser  of  War-time 
Nurseries  and  also  from  the  Womens  Voluntary  Service  Organisation  per  Mrs#  Bgnnett, 
and  were  very  much  appreciated. 

Members  of  the  A*R*P*  Staff  at  Beech  HgH  First  Aid  Post  made  wooden  tcys 
from  material  supplied. 


Bgech  Hill.  Pemberton,  j 
Day,  i Night,  i  D?y«  Night < 
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